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Editorial

ear confreres and other readers of the Ghana/Nigeria Province Link,
another end of May another new publication from the Media team.
Once again, we are happy to bring to you this Volume six issue num-
ber one of the year 2023. As usual, it is the fruit of your generosity in
sharing with other confreres about your various experiences in the Mission; and, for
this generosity, we will not cease to be grateful to you.
This issue comes at the time of many transitions, changes in the leadership of the
province and movements of some confreres from our province to other places of Mis-
sion. Although this will be found in the events from the Province, the Media Team
cannot fail to mention the movement of its instrumental member in the person of An-
dré Schaminée who has even worked to see that this issue will see to its birth. We are
and we will remain very grateful to him for his commitment and passion to the Media
Team to which he remains so supportive.
This issue is inspired by some biblical personalities; hence, you will be happy reading
confreres sharing about their missionary experiences with the reference of Biblical
figures. Besides that, we will offer also the news of our beloved province. This can be
a source of encouragement to all of us having this opportunity to read this issue. On
behalf of the Media Team, I would like to appreciate all confreres who gave us articles
because as you all know: our work is only possible with your collaboration. This is al-
so again a precious opportunity for the Team to remind you that we count and de-
pend on your generous response to our appeal of articles. Happy reading to all of you
and please do get back to us as for how we can continue to improve in this service.
May the Holy Spirit promised and sent to us on Pentecost, which we just celebrated

continue to be our source of inspiration in our Mission.

Jean Claude HABIMANA, M.Afr.
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from the Provincial
Superior

ear reader, I shall end my man-
date as Provincial on the 30™
June 2023. It is therefore the
last time I share with you in the
provincial column of our Link. I take this
opportunity to thank each one of you for
your commitment, collaboration and frater-
nal support in the execution of our various
roles in the province and beyond; a big
thank you to the General Council, provin-

and young confreres appointed to our prov-
ince.

Despite our failure to get the Dungu project
going, I acknowledge with gratitude the
few things the provincial council together
with our confreres (foot soldiers in parish-
es) achieved. Of course, we continued to
build on the foundation started by the pre-
vious provincials and councilors till we took
our turn. We implemented the Gyedna Pro-

cial team, provincial council members, ani- ject (Minna diocese) thanks to the General

mators of vocations, MISSA family, JPIC-
ED, Media, Development, and indeed the
confreres for giving me the opportunity to
serve from July 2017 to July 2023.

Reviewing the past six years of my man-
date, I must say that it was a period of grace

Council, the local Church (bishops of Min-
na), the delegate, Sector council, the pio-
neer confreres who started at zero on the
site at Kuduru and then to Gyedna. We
worked hard in acquiring a piece of land for
the Society and established the St. Luke

and satisfaction in serving as provincial de- parish, Gyedna in 2018. Followed by St. Si-
spite my limitations and shortcomings. mon Peter rectorate at Nakpanduri in Sept
With my council I would say that we did 2020, St. Thomas parish, Ejigho in Sept
our best in the duties given to us. God who 2020, St. Augustine parish, Ojoo in 2022, St.
enabled us to sail through the difficult times John the Baptist parish in Atonsu in Jan.
in working with confreres, the local 2023. Hopefully, very soon, we shall open a
Church, stakeholders, and issues of parish at Ahwiam in the Archdiocese of Ac-
Covidlo. cra and Bussie in Wa Diocese. We thank
Our relationships and collaboration with God for the increase in vocations in our So-
local Church ordinaries were very good. ciety. We thank the GC for availing young
Some confreres were appointed members of confreres for these projects.

the board of consultants, and senate of I take this opportunity on behalf of the past
priest’s council in some dioceses. We have PC, and our confreres to welcome Dennis
had very good working relationships with pam. May you give him the necessary col-
local clergy, religious groups, Church asso- Jahoration and support you gave me. May
ciations, and the Christian communities. {},0 Holy Spirit we are awaiting enlighten,

We animated our c'onfreres with t.h(? guid- renew, and strengthen us to be zealous and
ance of the provincial Statutes, Policies and . . .
prophetic in sharing our faith.

Guidelines and the Strategic plan we made.
We improved on welcoming the candidates John Aserbire, M. Afr.
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Know about our New Provin-
cial Superior

am Rev. Fr. PAM Dennis Da-

shong. I was born into the family

of Mr. Clement Gyang Pam and

late Mrs. Anna Chundung Pam
of Anguldi in Zawan District of Jos South
Local Government Area of Plateau State, Ni-
geria. I am the first born of six children,
three boys and three girls. My parents are
both teachers by profession.

I attended several primary schools due to
the nature of my parents’ work. I started my
nursery and primary schools at the EKAN
Primary School Foron, and later went to Is-
lamiya Primary School Zawan, Child Care
Private School Anguldi and finally complet-
ed my primary education at the Police Staff
Children School Jos in 1993.

In September 1993, I went to the St John Vi-
anney Minor Seminary Barkin-Ladi, Jos, for
my secondary education and completed in
May-June 1999. I was invited to Ibadan for
five months of Postulancy from March-July
2000, after which I continued for Philoso-
phy, from 2000-2003, at the Spiritan Insti-
tute of Philosophy Fjisu-Kumasi, Ghana,
which is affiliated to the Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and Technology Ku-
masi, Ghana. Then from 2003-2004 I was in
Bobo-Dioulasso in Burkina Faso for my Spir-

itual year.

After the Spiritual Year, I was posted for my
two-year pastoral work, “STAGE”, from
2004-2006 in Paroisse St Pierre, Cyahafi in
Kigali-Rwanda. This experience strength-
ened me a lot and gave me courage and zeal
to continue my studies in another French-
speaking country, the Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC). I did my Theology at the
Université St Augustin de Kinshasa from
2006-2010. I took my Missionary Oath on
the 19" of July 2009 and was ordained a
Deacon on the same day.

After my ordination on the 21* of August
2010 in Holy Cross Parish Pankshin by His
Grace Archbishop Ignatius Ayau Kaigama,
the then Archbishop of Jos, I was sent back,
for my first appointment, to Paroisse St
Pierre Cyahafi, Kigali-Rwanda where I ini-
tially did my stage. I was the Assistant Par-
ish Priest for 4 years (2010-2014), then I be-
came the parish priest as well as the Region-
al Superior of the Missionaries of Africa in
Rwanda from 2014-2017. I held both respon-
sibilities at the same time for 3 years.

I worked in Rwanda for 7 years till June 2017
when I was appointed as the Assistant Pro-
vincial Superior of the Central African Prov-
ince comprising of 3 countries: Rwanda, Bu-
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rundi and the DRC for a first mandate of was no special time allocated for all that.
three years from July 2017 - June 2020, which Everything needed to come with time. Now

was renewed from July 2020 - June 2023.

I like learning languages. I speak Berom (my
mother tongue), Hausa, English, French, Kin-
yarwanda-Kirundi (Rwanda-Burundi), Lin-
gala and Swahili (DRC). I love playing and
watching football; being with nature.

The joys and challenges of an Assistant
Provincial in PAC

I was enjoying my life and mission as parish

priest in our beautiful parish in Kigali-
Rwanda when I was elected and appointed
as the Assistant Provincial Superior of the
Province. This meant that I had to pack my
bags and “migrate” to the provincial house in
Bukavu. This was a big challenge because I
wasn’t prepared for it, and I had just a month
to hand over and move on. I was deeply root-
ed in the Rwandese culture, language and so-
ciety that I felt at home despite the challeng-
es. But the time had come for me to be up-
rooted and replanted elsewhere with a com-
pletely different responsibility in a complete-
ly different environment. The separation was
painful, but it reminded me of what Jesus
told his disciples in Luke 9, 62 “He who puts
his hands on the plough and looks back is
not worthy of the kingdom of God.” Not on-
ly that, but I also remembered the attitude of
the wife of Lot who looked back and became
a heap of salt. Then I told myself “Forward
ever and backward never.” That was how I
cut the umbilical cord and moved on.

I arrived in Bukavu on the 26™ of June 2017

and took over my responsibility on the 1° of
July 2017. T had to settle down and get used
to the new environment, the people, the lan-

guage (with which I am still struggling), the
responsibility, the lifestyle, etc. But there

it is 6 years down the line, and I am still
keeping on and surviving.

What gives me life?

I am grateful to God for the gift of good
health till now despite some little health is-
sues that remind me of my human frailty.
This
knowledge of the Society as well as my

responsibility has widened my
knowledge of confréres. As much as we rub
shoulders, we come to a better knowledge of
each other and admire how rich we are in our
diversity. Learning the importance of admin-
istration, which demands a lot of time, con-
centration, and patience. Enjoying the trust
and confidence of fellow confreres who
elected me as well as the General Council
who entrusted me with this noble responsi-
bility without any merit. It is also a thing of
joy and a feeling of fulfillment to work in col-
laboration with others and experience mutu-
al enrichment.

What are the challenges linked to this re-
sponsibility?

The first thing I couldn’t digest at the begin-
ning was sitting and moving around in one
place (from my room to the chapel, then to
the dining room, then to the office day in day
out), compared to parish life where we are
always lost in activities out of the communi-
ty. Administration in Congo (like other
countries) cannot be complete without what
we commonly call “motivation” (water, Fan-
ta, rosary, tea, coffee, etc.). That is corruption
which has been baptized and rebaptized. We
become so comfortable in it that it has be-
come part of our lifestyle. And it makes me
wonder what we mean, as Missionaries of
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Africa, when we talk about Justice and Peace
as being part of our Charism. The infrastruc-
ture like roads, ports and airports, are noth-
ing to write home about. This makes travel-
ling very disgusting and it becomes like the
way of the cross. We always travel by boat
and by air from one Province to the other.
One other challenge is conflicts between
confréres in communities, which make the
work more complicated for us. Also, the lack
of respect from some of our so-called “elder
brothers” just because of the difference in age
and years in the priesthood, as if it is a prob-
lem to be young and responsible. Other chal-
lenges are the language barrier, insecurity,
precarity of life in some of our communities
without any tangible solution which makes
me feel impotent and helpless.

How do I cope with al that?

Prayers: as Missionaries, we are called to
have 3 characteristics which are: to have the
stomach of a pig in order to eat everything
we are offered in the mission, the back of a
donkey in order to endure every burden, per-
sonal or from others, and the knees of a cam-

el in order to spend enough time in prayers.
And it is said that “he who kneels before God
can stand before every situation.” Therefore,

I stick to him in order to draw my source of
life and mission from him. If the Lord does
not build, it’s in vain the builders work. And
by the way, he does not call those who are
capable but makes capable those he calls. I
am always mindful of the fact that it is not a
responsibility I chose but I received out of
trust, and I continue to count on God’s guid-
ance and providence. One of the most im-
portant aspects of my life is sports and relax-
ation, because all work and no play makes
Jack a mere toy. I tell myself that I am not a
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machine, I spend a lot of time, energy and re-
sources taking care of others who sometimes
don’t even appreciate my efforts but forget
that T am equally important and also need
care. This helps me to distance myself from
my work and to avoid burnout; accepting
what I can’t change, because I am not all-
powerful, and counting on the maturity of
responsible confreres who don’t need superi-
ors to run after them before they do the right
thing; humility in dealing with each one at
his level, elder or younger, as long as there is
mutual respect. Not allowing criticism and
insults to rent a space in my life, because the
reality is that no matter what we do and no
matter how good we are, we cannot satisfy
all those whom we serve in the same way.
There are those who will always look for
loopholes and the black spots in order to
rubbish your efforts. But “I turn my back to
those who strike me, my cheeks to those who
tear at my beard, I cover my face against in-
sults and spittle, I know I shall not be
shamed.” Lastly, I try to enjoy each moment
and take life easy because life is not a war-
fare, if you don’t enjoy it, others will enjoy it
for you.

I am getting ready to take up my new re-
sponsibility in Tamale for a first mandate
from the I of July 2023 to the 30™ of June
2026. I count on your prayers, honest collab-
oration and support for the wellbeing of con-
freres and the good of our mission in Ghana
and Nigeria.

Pam Denis Dashong, M. Afr.
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- | Servant Missionary Follow-
| ing the Example of Jesus
Christ

“If I, then your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, you also must wash one an-
other’s feet. I have just given you an example so that also should do as I have done. Truly,
I say to you, the servant is not greater than his master, nor is the messenger greater than
he who sent him”. Jn 13:14-16.

Preamble

enerally, we are living in a period where power, riches, and domination seem

to be the order of the day, to the extent that when people feel that they have

all three in society, they feel accomplished. Because their words are respected,

they have “weight” and often have public acceptance. Hence, for this category
of persons in society, all that counts is power, riches, domination, etc. Let us not forget
that this group of persons cuts across society: careers earners, businessmen and women,
political and religious leaders alike. Yet it’s in this same society and climate that Jesus in-
vites us all, priests and missionaries more especially, to become servants just as He Him-
self, Lord and Master, is a servant.

It is against this background and the command to serve as disciples of Jesus in general,
and more particularly as our missionary vocation invites us to testify, that this article is
written.

However, there is no doubt that the gesture of Jesus washing His disciples’ feet and com-
manding them to do the same suggests various meanings and opinions. Nevertheless, the
gesture essentially was meant to purify the disciples so as to make them pure enough to
share the “Bread of Life” at the Lord’s table. In other words, the washing of the disciples’
feet is to prepare them to take part in the Eucharist, the “Last Supper” with His cherished
friends. And it is in fact what happens each time we all participate in the Eucharist.
Through the several penitential rites, we are cleansed and purified and ready to share in
the Bread of Life, to receive Jesus Christ Himself. Consequently, having been purified and
sharing in the Bread of Life, that is, allowing Jesus Christ into our lives, we are basically
transformed to be “another Christ” to our brothers and sisters and to the environment we
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live in. Hence, we become servants to one another just as Jesus became one to His disciples,

whom we all are today.

But as a young missionary, how have I responded to this call to service so far? Who has
been my role model? What event during my missionary formation years impacted me more
to strife to be a servant missionary? And as a young missionary, how has the experience
been so far? Perhaps so many questions one could easily say, but they are essential to make
certain points clearer.

Jesus Christ: Role model par excellence

It would be a “21*" century wonder” to see King Charles III (King of England), Asantehene
Otumfuo Nana Osei Tutu II, or any of the great kings the world has ever known, going
down on their knees to either wash or serve his subjects. This in fact is probably impossi-
ble! Yet, when we consider the person of Jesus Christ and recognizing who He really is;
“being divine and in the nature of God’ (Cf. Ph 2,6-11), we could clearly understand the
meaning of the washing of the feet. It is this: that the Almighty God, became a servant, not
just a servant, but our servant who are sinners, to wash our feet, in order to make us clean.
Jesus did this for the sake of the love He has for us. As such, He gives us an example to fol-
low, and asked us to do the same. “I have just given you an example so that you should do
as I have done” (Cf Jn. 13,15). This means that love and service are intimately related. They
both go together. One cannot serve without love, and one cannot love either without
showing that love concretely in the service of others.

Thus, having this excellent example in mind as person and also a missionary, it is pertinent
to state here that at the very beginning of my missionary formation, precisely during the
period of the “come and see” and “residential stay”'at our formation house in Ibadan, Oyo
State, Nigeria, I was greatly touched by an event that happened.

Event during my missionary formation

I must admit that nothing happens by chance. And God always has more than a million
ways to reveal Himself and certain realities to His children. Yes, this happened to me per-
sonally. What happened? How did God reveal it to me? I invite you to journey with me
through this short experience and incident during the very beginning of my formation
years.

To start with, it all happened during my ‘residential stay’ experience in our pre-phase cy-
cle formation house in Ibadan, now St Clement’s House, Ibadan, Nigeria. Let me not bore
you with too much detail but just go straight to the point. It happened that one day during
our ‘residential stay’ experience, on a day of manual work, a formator (Fr. James Ngahy,
another aspirant and I were to go and fetch cassava stems far away in a village, one of the

1'Come and see'and 'Residential stay’as it was called around year 2010 when I was an aspirant with our dear
Society, is a period of three day and one week experience in the community. This period enables future candidates
to have a first-time experience of our life as Missionaries of Africa. The activities often involve prayers, recreation,
sessions on different topics and more especially manual work.
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outstations of St Thomas Parish, Agbowo, for our cassava farm at the formation house. On
arrival, all three of us gathered the cassava stems together. At the end we made three big
bundles. At this point I was wondering how these three big bundles of cassava stems
could get to the car, parked about over 500 meters away? What was in fact going through
my mind was that we (the 2 aspirants) were going to take one each, and then one of us
would return to get the third. To my utmost surprise, neither of us (aspirants) needed to
return to take the third bundle of the cassava stems. How? Fr. James Ngahy took the third
bundle right on his head and together the three of us took the three big bundles of the cas-
sava stems to the car and returned safely back to the formation house.

Of what importance is this incident to me? Firstly, and mostly, it gave me a new under-
standing of priesthood. Yes, I was born and grew up in a diocesan parish. All I knew at
that time about the priesthood was only how I saw the diocesan priests live their priestly
life. The real point here for me was seeing a priest for the very first time in my life doing
something which I felt strange, carrying a bundle of cassava stems on his head. Something
generally done by women and sometimes children of farmers. To me it was weird. Honest-
ly, so many questions ran through my mind. What humility! What simplicity! What a
servant! This was in fact new! As the French would say: “c’est de jamais vue™ “C’est bi-
zarre”! Yet it was real and true.

Secondly, this experience as pointed out earlier gave me another image of the priesthood.
The Priest is in fact a servant, a servant of all. He is not perhaps the image society has cre-
ated for him. Neither is he someone who lords over others like some chiefs, dictators, etc.
His call and vocation entail service and love.

Hence, for the entire duration of my formation years and these few years of my missionary
life, the idea of love and service has been my guiding principle. That as a missionary, I am
called to serve, and so accomplishing the commands and example given by Jesus Christ by
the washing of His disciples’ feet. Also, that as a missionary, I am called to a selfless life. A
life where the service of others should be the fulcrum of my ministry.

Conclusion:

There is an utmost joy in serving, especially if as a person and particularly as a missionary,
one is convinced that our life is that of service: service to God and to humanity in general.
This conviction about service makes the missionary more flexible in his mission of wit-
nessing for Christ. Hence, the command and the example left by Jesus Christ becomes not
a burden but a vocation, freely accepted and not imposed. In that way, this call of the Mas-
ter: “If I, then your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, you also must wash one an-
other’s feet”, will have meaning in our lives as Missionaries of the Good News of Christ.

Peter ljege, M. Afr.
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THE MATERNAL PRESENCE
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY

IN OUR MISSIONARY EN-
DEAVOURS

hen I was approached by the Provincial Secretary, Fr. André Schaminée,

on the subject of writing an article, this article, for the Ghana/Nigeria

Link, I accepted without hesitation and promised to come up with some-

thing. But after some days, given that I am on home leave and as such,
making some rounds to greet family and friends, I asked myself what I was actually going
to write on. It took me some days of reflection before I finally settled on this topic that I
would briefly like to share with our readers. As a matter of fact, it is an event which re-
cently took place in our parish, and since it rekindled some amount of fire in the devotion
to the Blessed Virgin Mary and given that the month of May is one of the months of our
Lady, it would make interesting reading.

I would like to begin by stating in unequivocal terms that this is neither a thesis nor an
exhaustive essay on devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is rather a simple sharing of an
experience that I had in my parish of mission in Kimisagara, Kigali, Rwanda.

First and foremost, as Catholics, we know that the Blessed Virgin Mary has an irreplacea-
ble role in our lives and in the life and mission of the Church. No wonder that his Holiness
Pope Francis likes asserting that a Christian, especially a Catholic, who does not recog-
nise the Blessed Virgin Mary as a Mother, is an orphan. As Missionaries of Africa, we
know that the Blessed Virgin Mary, under the nomenclature of “Our Lady of Africa”, is
the patroness of our mission. Right from the humble beginning of our Society, as well as
that of our Sisters, MSOLA, our founder entrusted us into the maternal care and protec-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Africa. It is not for nothing that we have the
famous “black-and-white rosary” that we hang around our neck. But one may ask, how
faithful have we been in carrying out this singular devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary?
Do we still make room for her “irreplaceable role” in our missionary endeavours? These
and many more were the questions that prompted my confréres and me as well as other
parishioners of Saint Peter the Apostle’s Parish, Cyahafi (in Kinyarwanda, Paruwasi Mu-
tagatifu Petero Intumwa, Cyahafi) to build a grotto at the parish and to dedicate it to Our
Lady of Africa (Mwamikazi wa Afurika).

It was actually a project that our predecessors had in mind, but which unfortunately had
not yet materialised. We were also conscious of the challenges ahead especially that the
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resources in terms of money and land were not readily available, given the location of our
parish, for those who know those terrains. With the conscientisation that went on, the
faithful themselves understood that they had to put in their very best in making the grotto
project a reality. We did not impose any sum of money on anyone, but we just made an ap-
peal consecutively on a few Sundays that all those who wish to help the project were free
to do so with any amount that they decided in their heart. And believe me, the outcome
was mind-boggling! Individuals, families, different movements of faith within the Church
etc. made donations towards the project. We on our part, set to work and started building
our small parish grotto. The support kept coming in cash and in kind, not overlooking the
ideas that some parishioners who had the technical know-how offered us.

Interestingly, we had intended to end the year 2022 with the blessing of the grotto al-
ready, but due to some delay on the part of the artist who was to mold the Madonna, we
couldn’t hit our target. But God’s time they say is the best! The grotto was eventually
ready for use and the date that was chosen for the dedication was no other than the feast
of the Annunciation, the 25™ day of March 2023. It was just a day to my birthday and I had
to leave Bukavu that very day in the morning and make a journey of not less than six hours
in order to be present at that colourful celebration.

It was therefore, on that beautiful Saturday evening, the 25" of March 2023, that His Emi-
nence Antoine Cardinal Kambanda, the archbishop of Kigali, graced the ceremony of the
blessing of our grotto to the joy and satisfaction of the many Christian faithful who had
gathered. It also coincided with the arrival and settling down of many confréres from the
four corners of the globe who had come to Kigali for the prestigious meeting of Vocation
Animators of the Society. Many were those who honoured our invitation and took part in
the ceremony.

Consequently, the celebration of the Holy Eucharist followed immediately after the bless-
ing of the grotto. His Eminence Antoine Cardinal Kambanda, in his homily, urged all to de-
velop and maintain their devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. He stressed that we in
Rwanda should even have a higher level of attachment to the Blessed Lady, since she visit-
ed us in the little town of Kibeho which has now become a renowned centre of pilgrimage
for people from all walks of life and from different parts of the world. He further reiterat-
ed that the qualities of the Blessed Virgin when assimilated and lived out in our Christian
lives, draw us closer to God and make us true believers and true disciples of Christ. Many
parishioners were interviewed after the celebration and they couldn’t hide their euphoria
at the successful completion and blessing of the grotto, Mwamikazi wa Afurika!

In conclusion, I would like to stress once again that our devotion to the Blessed Virgin
Mary needs to be strengthened where it already exists or be developed where it has died
down a petit feu, as the French would say. There are certain simple gestures which though
simple, mean a lot..individual and community recitation of the Rosary, talks/lectures on
the role of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the life and mission of the Church, encouraging Mar-
ian groups in the parish and creating some where they do not exist, celebrating the feast
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days of the Blessed Virgin Mary especially the feasts of the Immaculate Conception and
Our Lady of Africa etc. Sometimes our parishioners and other Christian faithful don’t even
know why we wear the long rosary around our neck. They think we are called White Fa-
thers because of the colour of our skin. I seized the opportunity while delivering the vote
of thanks, to explain in a succinct manner some of these questions or doubts that people
have about us. Our grotto is certainly a small one, but we are still continuing to make it
more attractive and more conducive for prayer. We know that the Blessed Virgin Mary
journeys with us in our missionary endeavours, but to borrow the word of Jean Michel
Laurent, the “visibility” of her maternal presence in the form of the grotto, is even more re-
assuring. The grotto in our parish will beyond all doubts reawaken the devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary in many who were lukewarm and at the same time encourage those

who were not fond of the Blessed Mary to attach themselves to her. I would like to end
this article by thanking God who made it possible for us to start and successfully end the

grotto project of our parish. I would equally like to thank all those, far and near, who con-
tributed in diverse ways towards the realisation of our dream. May the maternal presence
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Africa, continue to inspire us to become more and
more faithful servants of Christ and to carry out our missionary activities with zeal. Our
Lady of Africa, pray for us!!

EWUNTOMAH Paschal Osman M.Afr
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SAINT JOSEPH, A SILENT
AND OBEDIENT DISCIPLE

ince after my priestly ordination in
2014, T have decided to give my

declaring St. Joseph the Patron of the universal
church. Having died in the arms of Jesus and

time and energy to the service of Mary according to catholic tradition, he is con-

our Society from which I have
benefited quite tremendously as far as mission
is concerned. This, I wanted to do in silence.
Until now, I have been living to my expecta-
tion. However, on the 24™ of March 2023 at
around 13h17 I received a message from André
Schaminée, on behalf of the Ghana/Nigeria
Media Team asking me to share my experience
on a ‘hiblical idol’ that has inspired my life
thus far. This message came to me as a big
challenge because it obliged me to break my
silence. My being silent was not just a personal
affair. but it came as a result of a personal in-
spiration and admiration for a biblical idol
whose silence and obedience I have sincerely
admired. He is called saint Joseph, the husband
of Mary and the foster father of Jesus. I would
like to share with you just two of his qualities
that inspired me a lot: his silence and his obedi-
ence.

This gentle and quiet man, Joseph, must have
lived an extraordinary life in his village of Naz-
areth undergoing his day-to-day activities as a
carpenter, and at the same time, fulfilling his
marital obligations in complete oblivion. He
was almost forgotten. Neither do the Holy
Scriptures say much about him nor the
Church’s documents show-case him as a re-
nowned figure. The world needed to wait until
1870 when Pope Pius IX broke the silence by

sidered the model of the pious believer who
received grace at the moment of death, in other
words, the patron of a happy death.

Permit me to remind ourselves once again that
it was during the Second Vatican Council in
1962, on the 13™ of November, that Pope John
XXIII added him to the Roman Canon, precise-
ly in the First Eucharistic Prayer. He was later
included in the other three Eucharistic prayers,
initially by Pope Benedict XVI and concluded
by pope Francis on the 1% of May 2013, the
day of his feast. More so, in May 2021, in hon-
our of the year of St. Joseph, Pope Francis add-
ed seven new invocations to the litany on his
behalf: Servant of Christ, Patron of exiles, Pa-
tron of the poor, etc.

In the Bible, although Joseph is one of the main
figures in the infancy narratives, he has been
mentioned just once in Mt, 1,16 towards the
end of the genealogy of Jesus and when he
found Jesus in the Temple in Luc 2,41-49. Why
is Joseph still relevant today?

In our world of today, where science and tech-
nology have given birth to the social media,
humanity has been given a tremendous tool for
evangelization. The world has become a global
village. We appreciate and encourage many
confreres who use these means to evangelize
and to make others know what is happening in
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their areas of apostolate or mission. Facebook,
WhatsApp, Twitter just to mention but a few,
have made a lot of success. Today, we can eas-
ily follow the activities of our confreres from
the deep forests of Maniema, in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Those who are in Kara-
moja, in Uganda can be heard. Others who are
in the cliffs of Pays-dogon in Mali are listened
to. We are today more united and more con-
nected to one another than ever. It is something
to be encouraged.

On the other hand, there are other confreres de-
spite all the digital gadgets in our midst, who
have still decided to work in silence. For some,
it’s simply because they have no time to write.
Others it’s just a question of choice. For a few,
it’s a matter of inspiration they have got from
someone they can call an ‘idol’ who has so
much motivated them. I associate myself with
this last group and I hold onto St. Joseph as my
idol.

Another quality of St. Joseph that caught my
attention is his obedience to the divine will of
God. His obedience to God deepened his union
with Mary his spouse and made their marriage
an ideal family for the Son of God. As mission-
aries, we are called to obedience. In fact, every
missionary takes this oath obligatorily as a sign
of his loyalty to the mission of God which we
receive from the hands of our Superiors.

When I received my first missionary appoint-
ment to go and work in Kipaka, one of the re-
motest parishes in Congo, it was not easy for

me to accept it at the beginning. I thought it
would have been someone else. But who? It
was me that God needed for that mission. Who
was [ to refuse it? In my sorrow, I thought of
the tough discernment St. Joseph underwent
before accepting to take Mary to his home as a
wife amidst her pregnancy. This gave me some
hope and courage. Surprisingly, the first six
years of my missionary adventures were very
fruitful in the Parish of Kipaka. God was with
me. Obedience is a continuous call as long as
the mission of God on earth is on-going. And
once our obedience is absolute it could unite us
with God who has called us, to the Church for
which we are called to serve and to our Society
in which we called to live as brothers and sons
of Lavigérie.

Saint Joseph exercised his role modestly and in
obedience to the will of God in the little town
of Nazareth, taking care of Mary and Jesus
whom God had entrusted under his patronage.
May we also in our silence and in our obedi-
ence to God and the mother Church, take good
care of the sheep He has entrusted to us.

David Doo SONGO, M. Afr.

www.vaticannews.va/en/liturgical-holidays/solemnity-of-saint-joseph--the-spouse-of-the-blessed-virgin-

mary.html, visited on the 27/04/2023.

Ibdem


http://www.vaticannews.va/en/liturgical-holidays/solemnity-of-saint-joseph--the-spouse-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary.html
http://www.vaticannews.va/en/liturgical-holidays/solemnity-of-saint-joseph--the-spouse-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary.html
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The Man Who Listened to
the Sound of Silence

and in it Heard God's
Voice.

ese days we have a lot of models that people follow. The human being is said

to be a social animal and I think we can extend it to the whole of creation.

There is a continuous interdependence among all that God created. This goes

to show the communitarian nature of God and His creation is an extension of

who He is. It is therefore not surprising to notice that role models play an essential role in

our lives. I remember a very good friend of mine who likes a certain football player. He will

watch him play no matter what time the match will be. He will try to keep his hair like that

of the player and dress like him. This friend of mine does not know how to play football

but it was shocking for me to see how he was captivated by this player. An encounter with

such a person leads you to a self-retrospection of who your model is. I did not need a long

search to discover my model because he has always been an inspiration at every stage of my

life. This small article aims to share with you one model that I believe has influenced and
continues to influence my life as a whole.

He was a devout Jew who followed God with all his heart. As a Jew, he was also waiting,
with a lot of hope, for the coming of the Messiah. He had plans for his personal life and
when everything seems to be well sorted out for him, God comes in and changes every fun-
damental plan that he had. First, God decided that the lady he was preparing to get mar-
ried to will be the mother of the Messiah. This means that she will be pregnant without
him, the husband-to-be having any carnal knowledge of her. When he discovered that his
betrothed was expecting a child, he decided not to disgrace her but to find a win-win solu-
tion which, in human logic, would have been the most merciful act to do. However, God
told him, in his dream, that he should go ahead and marry this lady so that he would be-
come the father of a child whose real father he does not know. His world was turned total-
ly upside down. It will take a “deliberate and blind act of faith” (Caryll Houselander as
quoted in Rohr, Richard 2019: 3) for him to accept this.

[ am not a Jew, but I also grew up following the traditions of my ancestors. I was not born
into a Catholic family. My mother was a Pentecostal while my father practiced the African
traditional religion. In addition to this religious context, I was a shepherd when I was a
child, and going to school was not part of my agenda. It was as if my life was planned al-
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ready, and it would have been difficult to even imagine a child from my background becom-
ing a catholic missionary priest. If someone would have made such a suggestion, I would
have told that person that he/she was speaking in “a future impossible” tense. God’s ways
are indeed not our ways. I went to school on my own against all the odds and through a dis-
tant relative got to know the Catholic Church and became a missionary priest in it. When 1
reflect on my life and vocation journey, I see myself walking the steps of this devout Jew in
the New Testament.

He was focused on accomplishing God’s will in his life notwithstanding the challenges this
would bring. What shocks me is that he did not utter even one word in the New Testament.
When Jesus was discovered in the Temple after a long search for him (Lk 2:41-51), one
would have thought that he would be the one to speak in such a context, but it was Mary
that spoke. Yet he had such a huge influence on Jesus that, Jesus refers to God as his father.
This command of Francis of Assisi; “Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words if necessary”
was well practiced by him.

I learned this attitude quickly after my ordination. When I arrived at Lumimba parish after
theology, I was full of ideas, and I thought my work was to tell people about all that I have
learned, but I quickly realised that I was still in the learning process. I would have to listen
more to people, and it is only through this that I have learned how to live with them. My
presence with them transformed me as it transformed them too. It was through listening
that I got to know the values of the people God has put in my way. The time I spend with
people has given me the opportunity to also apprehend their problems, their challenges, and
their joys. It is only when people feel that I am with them, that they will listen to me and al-
low me to also touch their lives. This I have learned from this great man who, through his
presence, had a great influence on the Son of God.

This ubiquitous presence which is not passive but rather active is central in the life of a mis-
sionary. As you guessed correctly, my role model is St. Joseph, the husband of the Virgin
Mary. His flexibility, availability, and quiet but active presence are always qualities I look up
to. He is a model of discernment too and it is my prayer that I will take my time to always
discern what God is calling me to and have the courage to embrace this call with all my en-
thusiasm. May this great missionary intercede for our missionary endeavours.

Banseh Mathew W, M. Afr.
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ur founder Cardinal Charles
Lavigerie emphasized on the
need of going out of our comfort

zones, to the periphery in order
to spread the Gospel to those unacquainted
with it (primary evangelization). And fortu-
nately, our elder brothers created great foun-
dations for us, we learn from their way of
life, their zeal for the mission even in chal-
lenging and remote areas, as long as they
could meet the people to pasture. They made
those mission areas a home and adapted to
the native lifestyle, ate their food, spoke
their language, and adopted their customs.
Some of us got motivated by their commit-
ment and missionary zeal, it attracted us to
join the Society of the Missionaries of Africa.
We never felt the cost of discipleship as a
Missionary of Africa until we had to leave
our own country and go for three years of
formation during our spiritual and pastoral
period (stage). However, the time passed
very fast, and we felt very much at home
with the formation which aimed at exposing
us to the African world in view of our future
life as Missionaries.

Looking at the Holy Scriptures we are given
many great figures who were faithful to the
Mission of God, one of them whom I admire
most was Abraham, a man considered as the
father of faith for being brave in obeying
God’s command despite of his old age. He

THE MARTYRDOM STILL
CONTINUES

sacrificed his native land and settled in a
new area where God appointed him. He was
commanded by God to leave Ur in Mesopo-
tamia because he was called to be a founder
of a new nation in another land which he lat-
er learned was Canaan. Abraham took the
risk of giving up everything he possessed in
Ur and moved on, he obeyed without ques-
tioning God, as a sign of trust to God (Gen
12:1-20). This stunning story made me to
travel on time when we were having our
Mission class with our own confrere Fr. In-
nocent Maganya who emphasized a lot to us
on the concept of ‘Missio Dei’ that the mis-
sion belongs to God the Father, Son and Ho-
ly Spirit. Therefore, we are only coworkers
in his vineyard, we should avail ourselves
whenever we are sent to a Mission.

Considering the story of Abraham in the
book of Genesis, we see a lot of resemblances
when it comes to the concept of Mission, we
learn to detach ourselves from our comfort
zones, material belongings, friends and fami-
ly members, by availing ourselves where God
sends us in line with the charism of the Soci-
ety of the Missionaries of Africa with hope
that he will always sustain, protect and
guide us from any danger in the mission he is
sending us to. Abraham had a good under-
standing of mission for he always depended
on Divine providence.

I have had some few years of experience of
Mission in Nigeria, Gyedna village in Tafa
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Local Government, Niger State, in a Parish
which accommodates the charism of the
Missionary of Africa, an area of primary
evangelization though with Muslim minori-
ty. Gyedna is a Community under Minna Di-
ocese in Niger state where each day we hear
news of atrocities, especially of bandits who
do not only attack the residents but also kid-
nap and kill catholic Priests. There is a high
possibility of experiencing hunger next year
since many farmers have moved from their
communities due to the bandits who come to
kidnap and kill the people. It is quite tor-
menting to live in a place with lots of uncer-
tainties, as we always say among ourselves,
‘we are living on a time bomb’ which can ex-
plode at any moment. Despite of entrusting
ourselves to the mercy of God through pray-
ers, we also have a total responsibility to en-
sure that there is a good security in our
midst and take enough precautions about
our safety. We continue to pray for all those
who suffer persecution each day especially
the Priests and Religious working in this
part of Nigeria that God may convert the

perpetrators of evil in our neighboring com-
munities.

Conclusion

As Missionaries we are called upon to bear
witness to the people around, to persevere
and strengthen the people we are shepherd-
ing. We are called to be apostles and nothing
but apostles, to be obedient and available to
go where our charism fits in. We entrust our
life into the hands of God who protects us in
his vineyard. We are called upon to be peo-
ple of prayer for we are the hope of the Gy-
edna community. Let us follow in the foot-
steps of our father in faith, Abraham who
availed himself to the Mission of God with
flexibility. We pray for all our confreres who
are working in conflict zones so that God
continues to be their strength. Our focus is
all on Mission he sent us to and we have
strong conviction that with his help our faith
can move mountains.

Dago Do Rosario Estima, M. Afr.
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Ravenous hunger for wisdom or dire need of Wis-
dom?

Countless inspirational messages flood internet, covering WhatsApp groups, Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, etc. They are so sweet to read, especially when they fit the needs of
the moment. Some are more or less objective; some others subjective and open to the mid-
wife’s hands [...], for they are ideas.

However, the ceaseless question to me is: how can one be what he reads and what he hears
from inspirational talks, ideas, etc. How can one be wise in this our world [?]

Where wisdom of silence is golden in the cold indifference of our brotherhood!
Where sagacity seems a worn-out harmonious musical piece in our common fatherhood!
Where inaudible carnages of the powerful are extolled in our boredom kingdom!
Where Kingdom of Knowledge is tangled by the mean knowledge of the kingdom!
Where the sure brainpower is less what you know than ‘who knows you’!

Where the unquestionable merit is sealed by ‘who sent you’!

Where silver-words are inscribed by and for the haves!

Where the have-bees regulate what is in bee-hives!

Where survival is for the fittest,

Speculation timeless,

And God for none but the sagest!

So comes to me an answer, a consolation, an assurance: Yennu mi He is the surest refuge,

the true knowledge, the Wisdom!

Bukuru, Venant, M. Afr.

Safe journey
to you André
Schaminée
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e story of Abraham is a remark-
able event in the Bible that causes
me to meditate on his person, our
ancestor of faith, always ready to

obey God, and to make others comfortable,
to incorporate them, to journey with them,
to share with them. He is much more preoc-
cupied with the well-being of others than of
himself, yet never lacked anything.

As a child T knew Abraham as the grandfa-
ther of our faith, as I could hear from the ser-
mons of the priests in my home parish in
Boo. Even from the conversations of my fa-
ther and his colleague farmers in the garden
talking about te saankoma aboraham (our
grandfather Abraham). At that level I did
not understand much but I could know that
such a person is of honour, is generous, is
wise, and is hardworking and rich too.
That’s the idea I had about grandfathers, es-
pecially about my grandfather.

One of the stories that I knew well around
childhood and adolescence is him sacrificing
his only son Isaac. The picture of him and his
son and the firewood still stick to my mind
even now. I used to wonder how that could
be, accepting to sacrifice your own son. Not
just your own son, but a son you have taken
years and days of humiliation to get!

Probably my novitiate days gave me a better
picture of the great man Abraham, as God

LISTENING TO THE

BIGGER VOICE

are going, and you accept easily to go? That’s
incredible but also the fact that Abraham
had a total trust in God. Knowing that God
will never decide something wrong for him
is what kept him moving and taking so many
decisions that do not show immediate bene-
fits but that eventually led him to the Prom-
ised Land. But I think that in all his life he
had the gift of always listening and choosing
the ‘bigger voice’. A little above the voice of
the eyes, voice of the ears, and the voice of
the emotions, yet he lived and felt just like
any other man, he was very human, full of
weaknesses. He only knew well that the
things he was doing would bring relief to
many people sometime in the future (the
greater good), though it will not be attached
with him, he is satisfied with the goodness,
relief and hope it gives to the people.

In our time today most people could be good
people, but because of the desire to receive
honour they lose that goodness just to be-
come famous quickly, which is one of the
diseases of our time. So, Abraham remains a
model of good intentioned people.

My father gave me a story of one of his peers:
as cowboys they used to look for nests of
birds, especially doves. Once you saw it first,
you told others that you had found a nest
and it was generally agreed that you would
be the owner of that nest, visiting it until the

called him to “go forth from your land, your €ggs hatched and then you could take the

relatives, and from your father’s house to a
Iand that I will show you. ...” Gn 12:1. His ac-
ceptance without question is what provokes
my first surprise, you don’t know where you

young ones home and put them in a cage un-
til they had grown and become pets. So, this
peer of his always claimed “ownership” for
any nest that is seen. If someone shouted
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that he had seen a nest, he would say that he
had seen it first and ran to climb the tree.
Then when up on the tree he asked where
the nest was. My father said that someone
could even deceive him by just shouting “I
saw my nest”, then he would quickly say
that he had already seen it the day before.
He would run and climb any nearby tree on-
ly to realize that there was nothing. But
what does this story tell us? Today many of
us want to claim everything that comes our
way including things that are not ours. In-
deed, selfishness has gripped society like a
rat in the hands of a lion.

When Abraham left his native home of Ur,
he went with his nephew Lot. He encour-
aged Lot to also become the owner of ani-
mals and workers, but then a competition
concerning land arose. Abraham resolved the
matter wisely by first acknowledging the
fact that God had given them enough land,
so why should they be fighting for space
when there is land in abundance? He told his
nephew: choose the part of this vast land
that you want, and I will take the other part.
This was unusual as in any ordinary society
the older person would always choose be-
fore the younger one.

But Abraham allowed his nephew to choose
first, recognising that he was still young and
inexperienced and would need much more
input to be able to succeed, while he, Abra-
ham, with his wisdom even with a smaller or
less fertile ground, would be able to figure
out how to make maximum use of it. This is
just my own thinking, and I am not sure if
that’s what prompted Abraham to act like
that, but his attitude really struck me. The
generosity and sympathy towards the lowly
one are remarkable. There is a certain simi-
larity of this attitude among some tribes of
east Africa: Uganda, Kenya especially where
the last born of the family is always the one
to inherit the house and land of the father
(the family home).

In our missions sometimes we have to strug-

gle for space, and we could all be focused on
one thing, maybe to become the parish priest
or to hold the money bag or be the chaplain
of an influential or richer group. This can
easily turn into a battle ground, which
would destroy fraternity and brings about
enmity. But Abraham has inspired me to
think of first the abundance of God’s graces,
the abundance of pastoral possibilities, and
to give chance to others while trusting that
God will provide.

I am sure that like any of us Abraham
thought first that this young boy had just
acquired a few cows and wanted to show
himself and he could easily have chased him
to go back home, but for the sake of togeth-
erness, family, the family of God, unity, soli-
darity, and above all promotion of charity
and life-giving values he always would
choose to favour the lowly one. That is what
makes Abraham stand out as a man of faith,
the father of all nations, in other words the
father who builds nations and not divides
and breaks them down. That is a favourable
response to his vocation.

Even later on when Lot got into trouble,
Abraham was troubled too and took charge
to ensure that Lot was liberated; in our time
it could even be an opportunity to now take
that land he left and add to his own. What a
man, Abraham is!! Someone of clean heart,
humility and service to others. A good exam-
ple for us. We also need to show great soli-
darity in mission even when some people
may not necessarily be in our good books,
because we are still co-workers in the vine-
yard of the Lord and called to protect, de-
fend, motivate, inspire, and liberate one an-
other instead of the opposite. This great man
Abraham lives on!

DIYUO Josephat, M. Afr.
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Saint Paul, the Model of all
Models

that Inspire my Missionary
Life

M

I\ /

After Jesus and Mary, do I have a biblical person who attract me most and has helped me to
a large extent in the way I live out my mission? It is almost three years since my priestly or-
dination, and almost four years since I made the final oath in the Society of the Missionar-
ies of Africa, and it’s very interesting for me to look back and share what has been driving
me. As a Missionary, it won’t be surprising if I say that the biblical person who inspires me
most in my missionary life is Saint Paul, because we know that there is a strong connection
between Cardinal Charles Lavigerie, our founder, and the Apostle Saint Paul. Lavigerie
might have drawn a lot of inspiration from Saint Paul.

However, my admiration of Saint Paul has a history. Before I decided to join the Society of
the Missionaries of Africa, though I used to read the Bible, Saint Paul was not much in my
mind to inspire me directly. I admired him more through Saint Francis Xavier, the compan-
ion of Saint Ignatius of Loyola who understood that it does not profit to a man to gain the
whole world if he loses his soul. I came to know Saint Francis Xavier through the Xaverian
Movement, founded by Fr. Georges Defour in 1952 in Bukavu in the DRC. The life of Saint
Francis Xavier shaped my life and leads me to always have the desire of being an Apostle, to
live and love others as Jesus loved us. From there was born in my heart the desire to conse-
crate my life to God as a Missionary. We know the missionary journey of Saint Francis Xa-
vier. Saint Francis Xavier went round Africa with a stopover in Mozambique, arrived in In-
dia making Jesus Christ known and loved there, continued to Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Indone-
sia, and Japan baptizing so many people, until his death while trying to bring Christ to Chi-
na. This missionary journey of Saint Francis reminds me of the missionary journeys and the
zeal of Saint Paul.

At the beginning of my formation journey as a Missionary of Africa, little did I know about
Cardinal Lavigerie. When I discovered him, I admired him a lot, and in him, I found Saint
Paul. Lavigerie spoke a lot about the apostolic zeal, and Saint Paul would say “ Woe to me if
I do not preach the Gospel’ (1 Cor. 9, 16). Lavigerie recommended us to be Apostles, noth-
ing but Apostles, and we know how it was so dear to him that the Missionaries should
adopt the culture of the people they are to evangelize, eating their food and speaking their
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language. This is the same attitude of Saint Paul. “So, I made myself all things to all people
in order to save, by all possible means, some of them. I do it for the Gospel, and with the
hope of sharing its reward” (1 Cor. 9, 22).

Simple lifestyle is one of the strong pillars that Lavigerie wanted for the Missionaries of Af-
rica, and in that Saint Paul inspires me a lot. The temptation is always to cling to material
things, to expect more from others, etc. Saint Paul would tell us “Let us then be content
with having food and clothing. Those who thrive to be rich fall into temptations and traps.
.. Indeed, the love of money is the root of every evil> (1Tim. 6, 8-10). In the context of di-
minishing financial resources and the search to achieve self-reliance, Saint Paul is still a
model to me as he wanted not to be a burden to anyone with the pretext of having the right
of being taken care of as an apostle. “ You know how you ought to follow our example: we
worked while we were with you. Day and night we labored and toiled so as not to be a bur-
den to any of you. We had the right to act otherwise, but we wanted to give you an exam-
ple.”(2 Tess. 3,7-9).

As a Missionary of Africa, the life of Saint Paul is inspiring in all aspects of our life. For in-
stance, if I consider obedience, I see how Saint Paul never wanted to be an isolated Apostle,
always acknowledging the authority of Saint Peter, and seeking the consensus of the
twelve. The council at Jerusalem in Act. 15 is an example. Saint Paul is also a model in lead-
ership and is the image of what I can expect from the leaders of our Society of Missionaries
of Africa. I admire a lot how he always maintained contact and animated the different com-
munities (Churches) he established through letters and visitations. Saint Paul is the model
of all models that inspire my missionary life.

Louis Second Defour Niyondanga, M. Afr.
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The Inspiring Life of Saint
Paul and my Missionary

Vocation

ocation, even though, commonly

defined as a call of God addressed

to a particular person, does not,

however, come from the void. The
person who feels called by God, has, in one
way or another had a steppingstone that
helped him or her hear the voice of God call-
ing him to His service. In other words, the
call of God does not fall like the dew, but it is
a personal encounter with the divine through
the people that we come in contact with.
These people play an important role to help
us purify our motivation and to live our voca-
tion to the fullest. These figures who help us
to respond to the call of God always continue
to remain a role model for us in our vocation
journey wherever we find ourselves. My mis-
sionary life has not been in any away differ-
ent. In the novitiate we were asked to make
an effort to read the entire bible. And I said
to myself that instead of reading the whole
bible like a novel just to please my spiritual
director that I have read the whole bible, it
would rather be beneficial for me to concen-
trate on a particular book of the bible and try
to see how that it can help me enrich my
spiritual life. It is for this reason that I ran-
domly opted to read Saint Paul, beginning
from his missionary journey as narrated in
the second part of the book of the Acts of the
Apostles to his letters sent to the different
Christian communities. In this short reflec-

tion, I would like to share with the readers
some elements of the missionary life of Saint
Paul, which inspired and continue to inspire
me in my missionary life.

The inspiring Life of Saint Paul

After the story of his conversion, that some
biblical exegetes call “the vocation of Saint
Paul”, Paul’s life took a different dimension.
A life completely devoted to Christ and to
the mission entrusted to his care. It is not
strange that our Founder Cardinal Lavigerie
got inspired by Saint Paul and urged his mis-
sionaries to “become all things to all people”,
(1 Corinthians 9: 22) in their missionary jour-
ney. We can comfortably say that the Char-
ism of our Society has its foundation on these
powerful words of Saint Paul.

Three principal elements of the missionary
life of Saint Paul constitute a plinth of my
missionary life:

First of all, Paul the apostle always knew that
all of his accomplishments were nothing and
believed with all of his heart that he was
saved by the grace through faith in Christ Je-
sus, and not by his own efforts or merits.
Paul, speaking of his achievements under the
law, has this to say to the Philippians: “what
is more, I consider everything a loss because
of the surpassing work of knowing Christ Je-
sus my Lord, for whose sake all things I have
I consider them garbage....” (Philippians 3, 8-
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9). Saint Paul is conscious of the fact that we
are not defined by our achievements. As mis-
sionaries we are mere tools in the hands of
the one who sent us. Therefore, there is
nothing to boast about. Whatever we have
been able to achieve was by the single grace
of the master of the harvest. It is very
strange, when we hear some confreres make
some statements such us: “I built this house
or that church”, “I was the one who bought
this car before leaving”, “I built this clinic”
etc. These are statements that come from the
pride of man. Did I use my pocket to buy the
car? Where do we put the generosity and the
selfless efforts of our benefactors? Do we
pray for those who toil day and night to help
us in our mission? A little dose of humility
would help us recognize that the achieve-
ments we make in the mission do not come
from our own merits, but from the merits of
the master of the harvest who has promised
his disciples that he will be with them, re-
gardless of the circumstances, until the end
of time (Mathew 28:20). With this in mind, I
strongly believe that I cannot attribute any
glory to myself, but to the one who sent me.

Secondly, Paul never lost focus on his calling
and considered Christ as the ultimate goal of
his pursuits. This aspect of the life of Saint
Paul constantly reminds me that Christ is
the centre of all my missionary activities, and
the proclamation of the Gospel is the ulti-
mate goal of my missionary life. At his fare-
well address to the Ephesians, this is what
Saint Paul had to say: “However, I consider
my life worth nothing to me, my only aim is
to finish the race and complete the task the
Lord Jesus has given me - the task of testily-
ing to the good news of God’s grace” (Acts
20:24). Once again, I think our founder was
inspired by Saint Paul, when he encouraged
his missionaries to be apostles, nothing but
apostles. I believe any missionary who loses
sight of the fact that the guiding principle of
his mission is to testify to the Good News of
Christ, then that missionary would simply

become an agent of an NGO. I work in a
place where most of our pastoral activities
are financed by projects. However, the elabo-
ration of projects is not, I dare to say, the
work of a missionary. Hence, I strongly be-
lieve that if I lose focus of my identity as a
witness of the Gospel, then I am nothing, but
an agent of an NGO.

Last but not the least; Paul was willing to
give all he was and all he had to help others
encounter Christ. The life of a missionary is a
life of sacrifice. In his letter to the Corinthi-
ans Paul said: “I will very gladly spend for
you everything I have and expend myself as
well” (2 Corinthians 12:15). These words of
Saint Paul express his total submission to the
mission that God had entrusted to him. I
strongly believe that to be able to give myself
totally to the mission, I need to sacrifice
things that matter for me as an individual
person and focus on what would help draw
people to Christ.

To come to the point, Saint Paul remains a
great biblical figure that constantly reminds
me of my commitment to the missionary life.
Anytime I deviate from what is essential of
my mission, it is this great figure that gets
me back on the track. I believe that I am a
sinful person called to a big task by the Lord.
I pray that he should put people on my way
to help me to live my vocation to the fullest.

Akanlu Kaba Edward, M.Afr.




GHANA-NIGERIA LINK VOLUME 6, ISSUE 1 PAGE 27

Saint Paul: My
Ideal Missionary

t is practically impossible to talk about Christianity without referring to Paul of

Tarsus. A man whose personal and providential encounter with the risen Christ

transformed his life and made him an Ambassador of the Good News. As a child,

I learned about Saint Paul during one of my Sunday school classes. At that mo-
ment, two aspects of his life were quite remarkable: that of divine grace and hard work. By
divine grace, I mean to say the transformative power by which Saul, a persecutor of Christi-
anity, became Saint Paul, an Apostle of Christ. By hard work, I intend expressing his zeal
and faithfulness in proclaiming the Good News.

As time went on, I improved upon my knowledge of this childhood idol of mine through
personal scriptural readings, listening to homilies, my formation in the minor seminary and
my formation with the Society of the Missionaries of Africa. Much can be said about Saint
Paul. However, for the purpose of this article, I would limit myself to how he has been a
source of inspiration for me in my missionary vocation.

The salvation of the human soul is at the very heart of the church’s missionary activity.
Thus, it is of importance to know by what means we are saved. By faith or by work?
Saint Paul gave an astonishing response deeply rooted in his religious’ experience. For
him, we are “justified by faith and not by the works of the law” (Galatians 2:16). Al-
though called to actively participate in the redemptive plan of God, we Christians
must not lose the consciousness that the salvation we seek, is a divine and unmerited
gift.

Saint Paul laid the theological foundation for a monotheistic faith: arguing that the God
of the Jews is also the God of the Gentiles (Romans 3:29). This helps me to under-
stand that God and his salvific action cannot be confined to specific time, race, con-
fession and location. In like manner, this helps me to embrace people of other races,
cultures and creeds.

Saint Paul was a man of God and a man of prayer. It was from his communion and com-
munication with God that he got the needed strength for his apostolic mission. As a
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man of God, he gave the very best of that which he truly possessed, “God”. Further-
more, he was a powerful missionary because he was a prayerful missionary.

Saint Paul was a man full of wisdom as evident in his writings and in his approaches to
mission. For instance, he used the religiosity of the Athenians as a steppingstone for
the proclamation of the Good News (Acts 17:22-34). Such ingenuity and creativity are
indispensable in the proclamation of the Good News.

Saint Paul was a zealous and faithful missionary. He underwent hardships and even gave
up his life in order to announce the Good News. This gives me a better understanding
of the Church’s mission and my missionary vocation which is to announce the Good
News through a Christocentric life and a life of witnessing.

Saint Paul was man and “nothing human was foreign to him”. However, he trusted in
God while making genuine and concrete efforts towards holiness. No wonder the
Lord said to him: “My grace is sufficient for you” (2 Corinthians 12:9). His journey
from sin to holiness reminds me of the saintly dimension of my missionary vocation.
It reminds me that the grace and love of God surpasses all human failings.

Saint Paul was a humble missionary. Undoubtedly, he is the greatest of the apostles. Yet,
he considered himself “the least of the apostles” (1 Corinthians 15:9-10). “ The Apostle
of the Gentiles” (Romans 11:13) walked in the footsteps of Christ. Showing us that hu-
mility is a virtue to cultivate if we desire to grow and flourish in our missionary activ-

ity.

Five years plus of my missionary life and experience in Atakpamé, Togo, Saint Paul contin-

ues to be an ideal missionary and an inspiring role model in my missionary vocation. His love

for Christ is quite exceptional; and his zeal for the proclamation of the Good News worthy

of my emulation. Yet, all he did was being a Christian walking in the footsteps of the risen
Christ. In the footsteps of Christ who continues to manifest himself to us and bids us to fol-

low him. Christ who calls missionaries to become channels of his saving grace to humanity.

Peace and Joy to you, beloved readers.

Eze Francis M.AIr.

MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT OF YOUR PEACE to be consoled as to console;

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. to be understood as to understand;

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; to be loved as to love.

where there is injury, pardon; For it is in giving that we receive;

where there is doubt, faith; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

where there is despair, hope; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
where there is darkness, light; Amen.

and where there is sadness, joy.
0 Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek St. Francis of Assissi
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Two' make a Missionary |

n Abidjan, while going for a pastoral

visit, we met a diocesan priest who,

with an astonished tone asked us:

‘Are you guys still white fathers?
We looked at one another and asked why?
He revealed to us that the ones he knew were
not in roman collar or roman clergy shirt. We
replied that V’habit ne fait pas le moine’*, and
we continued our way [...].

In January 2022, at the end of our Bolga apos-
tolic Area pic-nick at Wale-Wale, I needed a
rubber to tie pipes for plumbing work in our
house. I couldn’t find it anywhere around
and decided to ask those having it on their
motorcycles. After a third attempt, I asked a
woman jokingly whether she can give her
own in exchange of money to buy one later.
She removed it and offered it to me without
questioning. She added that I don’t need to
pay. I wanted to know her name and why she
simply donated the rubber. She revealed me
that she is a Christian. Since she could not
guess that I am a priest, being in a short and
simple t-shirt, she wanted to find out where
I come from because of my funny accent. So, I
had to tell her who I am. Surprised, she asked
why I did not tell her before. I did not an-
swer and just thanked her and left because I
was in hurry to join others. But I find that the
woman is a Christian indeed.

However, questions like ‘why did you not tell
me you are a priest’; ‘so, are you a brother’;
‘are you also a white father’, etc. always trig-
ger my mind. Is there still any possibility of
considering someone for what and who he
essentially is, without those accidental con-

siderations? I believe that we can still be or
dream of a world of less dualities; where a
human being is a whole, a unity; where habit,
titles, nationalities, tribes, race, etc., are not
our only identity.

I always appreciate comments from my
friends: ‘You guys are unpredictable and real-
ly wonderful” And indeed, it’s sweet seeing a
former Superior General in the villages of
Karamojong as a curate; a former Provincial
as a local community bursar; a young parish
priest sharing a bottle and discussing with an
aged confrere; confreres patrolling streets in
their shorts and slippers; a former Rector liv-
ing with his old student in a village of
Mingana or Faraje. How lovely it is being
welcomed home by brothers from another
country, speaking your mother tongue! How
evangelizing it is to render administrative
service to confreres in another country as
Provincial or Superior Delegate! Sincerely, it’s
attractive, life-giving; it’s brotherhood.

Thus, my convictions that it is still possible
to be Missionaries of Christ who calls each
one of us by his name. It’s possible to forge
our identity by the attitude and love we have
for one another and not only by our gandou-
rah or the famous roman collar. It’s sweet to
enjoy our life devoid of dirty politics, mur-
murazione and lobbying. Why not contrib-
uting to the Society and Africa which is less
divided, where we enjoy unity in diversity,
where two make one!

Bukuru Venant, M. Afr.

This article is in the same line with, Zero and Zero-One articles in previous issues. Covering same topics from different an-
gles. And if you want to read it well, change from two to ‘to’; the message will remain the same. It is all about interpretation.
Habit does not make a monk! Litterally translated from French.
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Soon Being Able to Walk
along Memory Lane

1 those who know me a bit, know that one of my favourite hobbies is walking.

With the heat of the past period, it has diminished a bit, but you can be sure

that it will soon be revived! I like not only walking along trodden ways (usually

I follow the same trajectory for quite some time), but once in a while to venture

out “into the wild”, especially when I can enjoy the beautiful nature and surroundings of my
soon-to-be new apartment in Heythuysen. During such walks my mind is usually very ac-
tive; trying to remember things of the past, or making a personal /n Memoriam for someone
who has “definitively moved out” of my Memory Lane, to go to better places!! The Memory
Lane to which I am about to move consists of course of many monuments. My Memory Lane
begins with No 1943 (the year of my birth). It was wartime, and of the years following the
war (Memory Lane No. 1943-1949), almost nothing has been retained in my memory. I may
have been able to retrieve only about four or five photographs of that whole period. Even of
my primary school time, I have very few pictures or memories. Maybe unavoidable since my
parents were the main teachers during that whole period! What is surely very Important to
mention is, that already in 1948 I had taken the firm decision that I wanted to be a “White
Father”, and my parents had given me a little altar plus adapted liturgical dress. This is well
documented in my Memory Lane No 1948 and following. As a “baby-priest”, I made sure to
always have a collection box ready to be used during “my masses”, when I collected money

for the Missions!! In fact, this year I am celebrating the 75" anniversary of my vocation!!

Memory Lane numbers 1955-1969 cover the years of my formation. Noteworthy to mention
is the death of my father in 1966, my Perpetual Oath and Diaconate in 1968 and ordination
to the Priesthood in 1969.

Of course, Memory Lane from that year 1969 onwards has a very rich content. After an addi-
tional year of theology in Canada (to get a degree), I began my active missionary life in the
Parishes of Jirapa and Daffiema, while also teaching the SMI postulants and novices. I am
very grateful for this, as I learned a lot that would be of use later. Then from 1973 to 1976 1
studied to the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome. It was a tough and demanding time.
When I finished these studies and returned to Ghana, I have mainly been active at St. Vic-
tor’s Major Seminary. Memory Lane 1976-1989 is full of information about that time, e.g.
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how in 1985 I became the Vice-Rector of the Seminary. I was also the one during this period
to set up and organise the First Phase Formation of our own Ghanaian M.Afr. aspirants. In
fact, too many things to mention! They were very happy and fulfilling years, and I will be
pleased to visit the houses all along this part of Memory Lane!. Walking from number 1989
till 2007 I meet myself as Rector for six years in the M. Afr. Totteridge Theology House, fol-
lowed by seven-and-a-half-years Rector of the Formation Programme in Bangalore (India).
But after this long walk, I will reach Memory Lane 2007 and.....I saw myself back in Ghana,
again as Lecturer at St. Victor’s and St. Augustine until Memory Lane 2012.

Numbers 2012 to 2018 are also very special to me, as they find me in Rome, as Secretary Gen-
eral of the M.Afr. Society. But entering Memory Lane 2019, hey, I am back again in Ghana,
now as the Provincial Secretary of the Ghana-Nigeria Province!! But the time has now come
to construct Memory lane 2023. If the Lord agrees, I don’t mind continuing constructing
houses, even to Number 2033

And whenever I will walk along Memory Lane, going from one house to the next, I remem-
ber in gratitude the goodness of the Lord, who made it all possible. And I also remember all
the many people, you included, I met who have meant so much for me and hopefully I for
them!! Praise the Lord, for he is good!!

André Schaminée, M. Afr.

_____
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The new insertion of the Mission St.John
the Baptist Parish , Atonsu in Konongo Mam-
pong Diocese

Introduction:

o have a parish in the southern

part of Ghana has been one of the

long term dream projects of the

Society of the Missionaries of Af-
rica in Ghana. Our good works in the north-
ern part of Ghana have encouraged us to open
up this generosity of evangelisation to the
south. It is in this light that the Province de-
cided to open a parish there. As Jesus said to
his disciples, “let us go across to the other
side” (Mark 4:35). The Provincial and his
Council in dialogue with the Bishop of Ko-
nongo-Mampong eventually got us a place to
start a parish in the south too. This place is at
one hour and a half drive distance from Ejisu.
This is no other place than Nsuta-Atonsu. It
is only 20 minutes’ drive from Mampong. The
Society of the African Missions (SMA) was
the first to evangelise the area. That is why
the church of Atonsu celebrated its centenary
anniversary two years ago. Before it was
handed over to us it used to be an outstation
of the Cathedral of Konongo-Mampong. The
indigenous are mainly farmers.

The Parish: The official name of the Parish is
St. John the Baptist Parish. Formerly, it used
to be under the Cathedral of Konongo-
Mampong. Atonsu used to be one of the big-
gest centres apart from Jamasi. The outsta-
tions of the parish are the following:
Ankamadoa, Amoamang, Kwamang, Achiase,
Ohema dida, Kyebi Danso and Atonsu itself.

The community/Christian community: the
members making up the community are Paul

Donnibe from Ghana, Wanok Jacan Vincent
de Paul from DRCongo and Ephraim Konko-
bo from Burkina-Faso. Ephraim has just ar-
rived and he is currently doing a Twi lan-
guage course at Ejisu Saint Anthony Parish.
We have our community program everyday:
morning prayer 6:30 am, evening prayer 7:00
pm followed by the meals and recreation.

We found an existing Christian community
in Atonsu. This is already something to be
very happy about. We have something to
start with; (meaning we are not starting eve-
rything from scratch). In fact, we found the
parish church already at a finishing point and
the mission house already finished (even
though, as it is just by the road side with all
the noise of the motorcycles and cars and pe-
destrians, it interferes much with our silence.
But we pray to get used to it). And we need
to thank the late Vicar General Fr. Augustine
Owusu Sekyere and the diocese who sup-
ported the people financially to have all these
facilities ready to become a parish. The Chris-
tian community is doing its best to keep the
Catholic faith and because of that their par-
ticipation in the morning Masses every day at
5:30 am is quite encouraging. They are indeed
very active in what they do. They offer the
works of their hands as offertory to feed us.
This shows their seriousness to get a parish.
We encourage them on this point. We, as
Missionaries of Africa are there to make our
identity known and build upon what have
been laid down before. We are there to guide
and to help them to update or improve on
what they have been doing as Catholics and
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in the rhythm of the southern tradition. We
learn from them and they learn from us.
Knowing the culture, the norms and the tra-
ditions helps us, the Missionaries of Africa,
to adjust well with them. Atonsu is a com-
munity in which Catholics are not the major-
ity but we can without doubt boast of a
strong prophetic missionary identity as
Catholics. In all, we have a loving, active and
good witnessing apostolic Christian commu-
nity.

Apostolate: what we do currently as aposto-
lates in Atonsu are as follows

Sunday activities (Masses): Sunday is one
of our hectic days for us. Our Christians are
available on this day more than on any other
day. Because of that we try to fix programs
on Sundays rather than on any other day. Or-
ganising Masses for the outstations on Sun-
day is a must. Each one of us takes two out-
stations. While in the outstation we create a
room for those who like to go to confession,
either before or after Mass. Furthermore, in
the outstations right after Mass, we give
communion to the sick and the aged. We al-
so have catechism class for those preparing
for first communion, baptism or confirma-
tion. Marriage counselling also takes place on
this day. We try to have all these programs
on Sunday because it’s not easy to have the
faithful on an ordinary day of the week. Eve-
ryone is busy with farming activities and
other responsibilities. The place is predomi-
nantly protestant and we have to find ways
and means to attract our Christians back.
That is the reason why we try our best to oc-
cupy the boys and girls as altar servers and to
put focus on youth activities. And this really
attracts them to come to church every Sun-
day. Even though the faith arrived here al-
ready a long time ago, the element of primary
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evangelisation is never to be forgotten. There
are certain aspects of primary evangelisation
that need to be emphasized always.

Family and sick visitations: In our pastoral
calendar we allotted every Wednesday for
family visitation and visiting the sick and the
aged. We give them Holy Communion and
make them aware that they are part of the
Christian family. One of the old ladies shared
her joys one day after receiving communion
saying “whenever I receive Holy Communion
I feel part of you”. This is to say that she is
happy that she is not forgotten by the
church. These family visits help us to invite
those lukewarm and dropout Christians back
to the church. There is always a need to pam-
per the Christians who drop out because of
one or the other reason. They may not need
us but we need them. And this is what is
helping our parish to become more and more
a Christian family. We also dedicated Thurs-
days for adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
here in Atonsu and on Fridays in one of the
outstations, concluding our ministry with
Mass.

There is what we may call the funeral apos-
tolate. The locals value funeral rites very
much and celebrate it according to their tra-
ditions. They wish the priest to participate
fully and in this way show his sympathy and
being united with them. Mostly on Saturdays
the priests can be much occupied due to fu-
neral rites and celebrations. If you collabo-
rate with them in this aspect, then you can
be assured of their support as well. And it’s a
good way to understand part of the Ashanti
culture.

The youth apostolate: one of our main fo-
cuses in our newly inserted parish is to or-
ganise the youth. When we arrived the first
time, we found mainly old ladies and old
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men in the church. The youth were almost
totally absent. This was our first challenge.
But with the help of catechism and various
youth activities, we are happy that the youth
are showing their heads in the church again.
This time round they are actively participat-
ing and taking responsibilities. We still have
a lot to teach and direct them to make the
church active and lively for themselves. I will
congratulate the parish youth team for their
good works with the youth. We do our best
to meet them after Mass and we made sched-
ules to meet those in the outstations during
the ordinary days. The recent Easter youth
picnic organised by the Parish was very en-
couraging. There is still more toilsome work
to be carried out even if in a slow but sure
motion. The youth is the power and pillar of
the Church today and in the future; hence we
want to give attention to them and make
them feel at home.

Others groups: in order to mobilise the peo-
ple well, we have to pass through the various
groups in the church. It’s through this that
we can have a solid Christian community. In
our Parish we have various groups like Cath-
olic Women Association, Christian Mothers,
Catholic Youth Organisation, Altar Servers,
St. Theresa Group, just to mention these few.
But these groups are not yet very active and
therefore their participation in the church is
still low. Together with them we need to find
ways to help them become more active and
able to play ever more effective roles in the
church. The challenge is that most of the
women think that all these groups are mainly
about contributions and therefore they feel
reluctant to collaborate.

The road network/ communication network:
we can boastfully say that we have a good
road network that links almost all the outsta-

tions, except for one which, when there are
heavy rains, we can’t go there. Apart from
this exception, all the roads to our outsta-
tions are tarred even if there are many pot-
holes that need to be repaired. In terms of
communications we have no problem, as we
have a network that works well without any
interference.

Challenges: we have without doubts un-
countable challenges but here we will just
mention a few. Since the Atonsu community
consists mainly of peasant farmers, they like
going to farms on weekdays. The only day
one can get them for meetings is on Sunday.
This makes it difficult to make a space for ef-
ficiency and good assessments in certain are-
as of our Mission. Atonsu is a new place of
insertion and we like of course to grow spirit-
ually and materially. So far as we are con-
cerned, we are doing our best to improve our
relationship with Christ. The faithful we
know are peasant farmers and they do their
best to contribute the little they have to sup-
port the daily needs of the parish. We are still
asking them for active and good collaboration
for the sake of the Kingdom of God. We also
want to use our GhN Link to ask confreres
who are able to come to our assistance in cash
or in kind to help us realise our dream as Mis-
sionaries. Also having a community car, pref-
erably a pickup, will be very helptul for the
parish. Our arms are open to welcome you for
a visit to our new parish in Konongo-
Mampong Diocese. Come and see the beauty
of the escarpment, the hills, mountains and
the zigzag in our green lovely environment.

Donnibe Paul Dery, M. Afr.

Wanok Jacan Vincent de Paul, M. Afr.
Konkobo Ephraim, M. Afr.
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Events in the Ghana-Nigeria Province

Well done
to the Out-

going
Council

Saying a definitive farewell to Richard Cardinal Baawobr

n the GhN Link of the end of November 2022, I had expressed the great joy of

Bishop Richard Baawobr having been appointed a Cardinal by Pope Francis. Quite

a big delegation went to Rome to attend the Consistory, but unfortunately, the fu-

ture Cardinal could not attend due to hospitalisation. When the sad event of his
death occurred on 27" November 2022, the previous article on “Events...” had already been
submitted for the November issue and that issue could only carry his picture on the back
page with the words RIP.

Needless to say, that this was indeed the most important and most painful event of these
past six months. It also has slowed down the process of establishing another pastoral com-
munity in Wa Diocese. Hopefully the Diocese will soon have a new Shepherd, who will lead
the Diocese in the Spirit of Richard!

Welcoming New Members

But of course, life continued. And so many confreres gathered in Oseikrom in the Diocese of
Wiawso in the Western North Region, bordering Ivory Coast. On 21* January, our confrere
Ernest Osei was ordained a Priest, the first M.Afr. from that area. His Mission will be South
Africa. To continue in the same line: this year, 2023, the Province is blessed with five other
priestly ordinations, while two candidates hope to pronounce their Missionary Oath and
receive the ordination to the Diaconate. Three of those to be ordained Priest are from Nige-
ria. They are: Anthony Ejeh Abuh (Plateau State); Moses Atsinafe Odogbor (Benue State)
and Daniel Pio Uwagboe (Edoh State). The remaining two to be ordained Priest are from
Ghana: Peter Salaam Kojo Pakinyennu, born not far from Bunkpurugu, but since the death
of his father, when he was 10 years old, staying with his uncle in Savelugu and Joachim
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Azangeo, from the Upper East Region. The two who have been called for the Oath and the
Diaconate are both from Ghana: Simon Apuri Awovere (Upper East Region) and Jacob Maa-
sang from Nandom Bo (Upper-West Region). Two young men were given the go-ahead to
renew the Declaration of Intent, Julius Abanga Abariche from the Bawku Municipality in
the Upper East Region and Cornelius Sombonaa from Kaleo Parish in the Upper West Re-
gion.

Going and Coming (Back)

The old-age adage, life is a going and coming, is surely valid for a Province like ours. Some
people left the Province to “rest” or continue their Mission elsewhere. The oldest of them
was Mike Targett, who left Ghana on 5" December 2022 and is now in the retirement house
of Ealing Lane, London, in Britain, after innumerable years of dedicated service in Ghana.

2" «old-age British confrere”, Trevor Robinson, followed him not long

Unfortunately, the
after, on 18" December. Trevor was not well and was accompanied home by his good friend,
Joseph Osei. Before these departures, also Jacek Wroblewski, after many years of service in
Ghana, changed Province and is now in Ouagadougou. The next one foreseen to leave Ghana
for good, is the author of this article. This year is the eightieth year of his birth (born in Oc-
tober) and already two years ago he had decided that this would perhaps be a nice moment
to return home. When you read this, he is already “enjoying” Dutch weather for a couple of

weeks)!

Some left the Province for a well-deserved rest at home during their home leave. Allow me
to mention just two of these “home-leavers”: our two Ethiopian confreres, Tewelde and
Yosef Giday, who had been prevented to go home when it was due because of the war situa-
tion in Tigray. Fortunately, some kind of peace returned to Tigray, and both took their
chance to go home and meet their relatives and friends again, who had borne the brunt of
the political unrest. They have both returned to Ghana to resume their Mission.

But while some people left the Province, others were assigned as their first appointment to
this beautiful Province. Unfortunately, this year only one new young confrere is about to
come to the Province. He is Clement Hagenimana from Rwanda. He will soon be told the
place of his first appointment. Also, eight new stagiaires, at the end of their Spiritual Year
are hopefully coming to the Province. Where they will be appointed to, will soon be an-
nounced. By coincidence, also eight candidates have completed their two years stage in the
Province. They are: Charles Byiringiro from Rwanda (was in Nakpanduri); Egide
Hatungimana from Burundi (was in Bunkpurugu); Henry Naturinda from Uganda (was in
Bolgatanga-Soe); Anaclet Kasende from DRC (was in Savelugu); Robert Lukyamuzi, Ugan-
da (was in Wa); Mathias Chidzondo from Malawi (was in Ejigbo, Nigeria); Antoine Mun-
gujakisa from DRC (was in Agbowo, Nigeria) and Thacien Manizabayo from Rwanda (was
in Gyedna, Nigeria). Good luck and God’s abundant blessings for the remaining years of for-
mation, and hopefully, one day, they will return to Ghana or Nigeria!!

At an earlier stage of formation, eight candidates finishing Fjisu, were accepted for the Spir-
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itual Year, while eleven aspirants from Ibadan were presented to the First Phase at Fjisu.

Important Milestones

There was an important jubilee in Bolgatanga: on 21°" April, Damien Watine celebrated that,
50 years earlier, he had taken his Missionary Oath. Unfortunately, just at that time the Pro-
vincial Council was going on in Tamale, but I am sure that the “Golden Oath” was celebrat-
ed more than once and got all the attention it deserved.

Talking about celebrations: we are happy with John Mubanga, who, after a few years of
hard work and study at Gympa, Accra, will, by the time you read this, have completed these
studies with great success. Eventually, he will be assigned to the Provincial House as assis-
tant Provincial Treasurer.

Also, the community of the St. John the Baptist Parish in Atonsu had plenty of reasons to
celebrate: a proper handing-over ceremony took place on 15™ March 2023. Fr. Christopher
Chileshe, the PC-Councillor for this Apostolic Area, attended. Unfortunately, the third
member of the pastoral team, Ephrahim Konkobo, only arrived on 4™ April, so he missed
this occasion. But he got another, even better chance: on 7t May 2023, there was the official
instalment of the Parish Priest, Paul Donnibe. The Provincial attended the ceremony and
surely encouraged this young community with his presence.

The Sector of Nigeria also celebrated their “togetherness” with a two-day Assembly on 14™
and 15" March at Ibadan. “Together we Stand: Apart, we Fall”. Well Done, may the Sector
of Ghana soon follow their example and also hold a long-delayed Assembly. Maybe the first
challenge for the new Provincial??

Change of Leadership

Yes, in the coming months there will be very important changes in the Province! The 2™
mandate of John Aserbire as Provincial of the Ghana-Nigeria Province comes to an end at
midnight of 30 June, and the reins of leadership will be taken over by Dennis Pam (see his
short article of self-introduction elsewhere in this Link). Ejisu was also supposed to get a
new Rector, but the one earmarked for this was appointed Provincial of EAP. We wait and
see what will be arranged for Ejisu. However, that the leadership of the St. Clement Aspir-
ancy Programme in Ibadan Nigeria will change is sure. Emmanuel Mambwe will hand-over
to Delphin Nyembo, the former Provincial Assistant of PAO Province.

This will probably be one of the last contributions to the Province of the author of this Dia-
ry of Events, who as already said above, will have left the Province, when all this comes un-
der your eyes! But he will surely remember till his dying days with joy his “second country”
in the world, after the Netherlands....

André Schaminée, M. AIr.
GhN Provincial Secretary
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THE INSTALLATION OF PARISH PRIEST AND ASSISTANTS
AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH - ATONSU

8™ MAY 2023

2SR
e,

S
23). The Soci-

t. John the Baptist Catholic Church is over 103 years old (1920-20
ety of African Missions (SMA) were the pioneers of the Church at Atonsu. It
has a beautiful old church building with a pre-Vatican II altar which was con-
structed by the SMA Fathers and now serves as an ancient relic worthy for re-
search and tourism. The new parish was carved from the Cathedral Parish of Mampong in
January, 2023.
The installation of the confreres at St. John the Baptist Parish, Atonsu on Sunday of May 8,
2023 was a success. Fr. Paul Dery Donnibe is the new Parish Priest, with Fr. Vincent de Paul
J- Wanok and Fr. Ephrahim Konkobo as his assistants. The installation took place during
the Mass which was presided by The Chancellor, Monsignor Augustine Ntim-Duodu, who
represented His Lordship Bishop Joseph Osei-Bonsu.
The Provincial - Fr. John Asebire, the Vocation Director - Jean Claude Habimana, Jonathan
Bahago, Christopher Chileshe, and some candidates from St. Martin of Tours community —
Ejisu (SMT), were also present. Generally, the turn-out was impressive as church members
from four outstations belonging to the Parish attended the event.
The liturgy was remarkable, the choir sang well and some candidates of SMT assisted in the
singing and playing of instruments. The candidates also assisted in taking photographs and
videos of the event. It added to the beauty of the entire celebration and the parishioners
were glad. The homily delivered by Monsignor Augustine was interesting as he encouraged
the parishioners to establish cordial relationships with their priests.
The rites for the installation began after the homily, Monsignor Augustine performed the

rites and installed Paul Dery Donnibe as the new Parish Priest of St. John the Baptist Catho-
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lic Church. Monsignor Augustine then read the decree and appointment letters from Bp. Jo-
seph Osei-Bonsu stating lucidly their appointments as Priests in charge, to shepherd the Par-
ish.

The entire event was interesting as members expressed their support for the new install-
ment. It depicted a sign of acceptance from the people with willingness to cooperate for the
future mission. The Mass ended with a fund raising spearheaded by Paul. He solicited for fi-
nancial support in order to purchase windows for the new church building under construc-
tion. It was not an initial plan, but the amount gotten was commendable. Priests present and
church members showed immense support and it will hopefully go a long way to assist in the
construction of the new church building.

After the Holy Mass there was a photograph session with Priests and church members. It

was followed by lunch in the Parish house and then departures.

Yieri Desmond ATABA, Ejisu Student

Eduyo Flvis Oghenekaro, Ejisu Student
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08 December 2022 Mr. Osei Kwadwo, the dad of Ernest Osei

31 January 2023  Gaspard Sugloyiri Bakuri, the brother of Joseph Bakuri

01 February 2023  Philip Bieweh, uncle of Anthony Batieka Wie

O6 February 2023 Veronica L. Samande, the mother of Victor Shehu

09 February 2023 Mama Rose Uwagboe, grandmother of Daniel Pio Owagboe

17 February 2023  Mien Schaminée-van Ooyen, sister-in-law of André Schaminée
28 February 2023  Catechist Michael Dum, uncle of Paschal Ewuntomah

17 March 2023 Elizabeth Bonke, sister-in-law of Henk Bonke

14 April 2023 Michael Dapam, grand-uncle of Victor Shehu

28 April 2023 Ladi Achi, mother of our Ejisu candidate Raphael Edessi Achi
30 April 2023 Donatien Ndayishimiye, cousin of Venant Bukuru

11 May 2023 Ntamwishimiro Chriserie, Elder brother of Salvator’s wife

13 May 2023 Mr. Kyekob, Uncle of Peter Clever

25 May 2023 Mr. Aliti Modesto, Father of Dominic Abiriga

Grant to them eternal rest O Lord, and let your
perpetual light shine on them. May they rest in

Peace! Amen
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? Come Holy Spirit§

Come Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful and
kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and they shall
be created.
And You shall renew the face of the
earth.

O, God, who by the light of the
Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of
the faithful, grant that by the same
Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and

ever enjoy His consolations,

Through Christ Our Lord,
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