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onsignor Roger Aboteyuure, on the 

19th of March, 2022, with great de-

light and enthusiasm, joined parish-

ioners of St. Joseph Parish to cele-

brate the feast of St. Joseph, the husband of Blessed 

Virgin Mary and the foster father of Jesus. It was al-

so a day the Parish launched its flamboyant looking - 

newly printed parish cloth. The new cloth, which 

was stylishly worn by parishioners, brightened up 

the environment on the day.  

The feast was marked with the celebration of Mass 

at the St. Joseph Catholic Church, Bolga-Soe. It was 

all smiles, joy and exchange of pleasantries as pa-

rishioners met to celebrate the Holy Eucharist.  

Many of them could not hide their joy when they 

spotted Monsignor Roger Aboteyuure, a man that 

brings so much laughter and smiles to their faces. 

Before the start of the Mass, the Parish Priest, Rev. 

Fr. Pierre Boro, welcomed everyone to the celebra-

tion. He expressed his gratifying appreciation to Rev. 

Fr. Monsignor Roger Aboteyuure for accepting to 

lead the celebration. He also used the opportunity to 

welcome Rev. Fr. Samuel Atinga, the Cathedral Ad-

ministrator of Sacred Heart Parish and Dean of Bol-

ga Deanery and other guest Priests; Rev. Fr. Sukant 

Nayak, M.Afr. from Bunkpurugu Parish and Rev. Fr. 

Bukuru Venant from Napkanduri Rectorate. 

Monsignor Roger expressed gratitude to the parish 

for their continuous remembrance and support to 

him. He recalled how the leadership of the church 
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had visited him on a number of occasions at his 

residence in Kongo. He felt honoured to be part of 

the feast.  

He seized the opportunity to emphasise the fact 

that, he was a proud son of the Bolga-Soe commu-

nity and for that matter the St. Joseph Parish, con-

trary to some misinformation that he had no blood 

relation in Bolga-Soe. He gave an account of his 

growing-up with his maternal uncles in Bolga-Soe, 

a true story many did not know. He was so appre-

ciative to his uncles for the great support and care 

they offered him. He could not hide but to call for-

ward and acknowledge the support he continues to 

receive from two of his relatives in the parish; 

Madam Christiana Atinga and Mr. David Baba 

Atugeya. Monsignor thanked them for their show 

of love.  

In his sermon, he recounted the history of Joseph 

as a descendant of David and the foster father of 

Jesus. He said, Joseph was chosen by God to be the 

guardian of Jesus and our Mother Mary. He em-

phasized that St. Joseph was a holy and humbled 

man who followed the ways of God. And as parish-

ioners and followers of St. Joseph, we are being 

called to follow his exemplary lifestyle. He stressed 

that we should show love and compassion to all 

manner of persons who come our way. Care for the 

poor and destitute was reiterated.  For him, we 

must care about the poor because Jesus did and 

that we do not have a choice. We must treat the 

poor with dignity, offer opportunity to them, defend 

them and above all, share what we have with 

them.  

He asked couples who were married traditionally 

to avail themselves of the sacrament of holy matri-

mony. For it is only when we come this close that 

we can seek the face of God in our marriage.  

Monsignor Roger stated that St. Joseph Parish is 

an international Parish that has people from di-

verse parts of the world -Burkina Faso, Rwanda, 

Burundi, France. In his view, we can only win their 

commitment and get the best out of them if we con-

tinue to be more accommodative and supportive in 

the provision of their needs.  

Monsignor Roger did not leave out religious voca-

tions in his sermon. He bemoaned on the number 

of priests, brothers and sisters from the area. He 

admonished parents to encourage their children to 



join the religious vocation.  

Mr. Akamali James, a former Parish Pastoral 

Council Chairman, took the congregation through 

the history of the church establishment. He ex-

pressed gratitude to Monsignor Roger for giving 

them the parcel of lands they currently occupy and 

the first church building which was hitherto, ear-

marked for a museum. He paid tribute to a number 

of people who supported the growth and develop-

ment of the church from her inception to date.  

Fund raising was carried out to enable the church 

purchase some of the parish cloth for the priests 

and other needy parishioners who cannot afford. 

 As part of the celebration, the Church donated a 

ram and a full piece of the parish cloth to Mon-

signor Roger. Monsignor in return, donated two (2) 

daily readings book to St. Kizito and St. Joseph 

Church.  

The Sacred Heart Cathedral Administrator, Rev. Fr. 

Samuel Atinga, in his turn, was pleased with how 

far St. Joseph Parish had come. He was apprecia-

tive of the Parish Priest and his curates for their 

collaboration and support to the cathedral.  He do-

nated one thousand Ghana cedis (GHȻ1,000.00) to 

the church.  

Monsignor Roger, in his concluding remarks, 

thanked everyone for honoring the feast day cele-

bration. After the Mass, there was merrymaking 

and feasting, though not in beanfeast due to the 

Lenten season.  

Bonne fete!!! 

By Mr. Theophilus Akwara 

St. Joseph Parish, Bolga-Soe 








