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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 
IN THIS BROCHURE:

Our Jubilee 
Prayer

God, our Father, 
on leaving this world, 

your son Jesus entrusted to his disciples 
the mission of proclaiming 
his message to all nations. 

A hundred and fifty years ago, 
inspired by your Holy Spirit, 

and led by a deep love for Africa, 
Cardinal Lavigerie founded 

our two missionary institutes 
for which we give you thanks. 

Under the protection of Mary Immaculate, 
Our Lady of Africa, 

we have served you in love and joy. 
Forgive us our errors in the mission. 

Let your blessing protect 
all the peoples of Africa 

who proclaim your glory to the whole world. 
Renew us by the power of your Spirit, 

so that we may continue
 with zeal and passion 

the work that our Founder 
and our missionary ancestors have initiated.

Amen 
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Pope Francis
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Most Rev. Richard Baawobr (M.Afr),
Bishop of Wa

Most Rev. Alfred Agyenta,
Bishop of Navrongo-Bolgatanga

Most Rev. Philip Naameh,
Archbishop of Tamale

Most Rev. Peter Paul Angkyier
Bishop of Damongo

Most Rev. Vincent Sowah Boi-Nai (SVD)
Bishop of Yendi
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CHARLES CARDINAL LAVIGERIE
Founder of M.Afr and MSOLA

Fr. Stanley Lubungo, M.Afr
Superior General

Sr. Carmen Sammut, MSOLA
Superior General

Fr. John Aserbire, M.Afr
Provincial Superior

Sr. Prosperine K. Samba, MSOLA
Regional Superior
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Who are we, M.Afr?

The General Chapter of the 
Missionaries of Africa (M.Afr) 
held in 2016 answered: “Filled 

with the joy of the Gospel and guided 
by the Spirit, we are an intercultural 
Missionary Society with a family spirit 
sent out to the African world and 
wherever our charism is needed, for a 
prophetic mission of encounter and of 
witness to the love of God.” 

Furthermore, we read in the first 
article of our Constitutions and Laws 
of 2018: “Our Society was founded in 
1868 by Cardinal Lavigerie, Archbishop 
of Algiers. It is a Missionary Institute of 
Priests and Brothers living in community. 
Its aim is to proclaim the Gospel to the 
peoples of the African World. Because 
of its origins the Society has always 
had a particular interest in Muslims.               

It has chosen as its name ‘the Society 
of Missionaries of Africa’”. 

From the very beginning, our principle 
was to adapt as much as possible to 
the local customs of the people among 
whom we worked. Thus we adopted 
the dress of the local men of Algeria: 
the white gandoura and burnous with 
the red chechia. For this reason we 
were given the nickname of the ‘White 
Fathers’ to distinguish us from the 
ordinary clergy of Europe who wore a 
black cassock. 

What Is Our Charism? 
A charism or charisma is a divine gift, 
favour or grace. We have received 
different gifts from God as individuals 
and as a group of people. Thus we talk 
of the charisms of the Holy Spirit. 

In one word the charism of the 
Missionaries of Africa is Evangelisation. 
Evangelisation should be understood as 
seen today in our apostolate not only in 
parishes of primary evangelisation but 
above all in going out to the peripheries 
of the African World through our 
commitment to Life in Intercultural 
Communities; to Justice, Peace and 
Integrity of Creation; to Encounter and 
Dialogue with the other.
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The Congregation of Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
was founded in Algeria on 8th 

September, 1869 though it is only on the 
9th September 1869, that eight young 
women from Brittany in the West of 
France, arrived in Algiers to embark on 
this missionary journey. They arrived one 
day later than foreseen due to a very 
bad storm while they were crossing the 
Mediterranean. 

It is on their arrival that they realised 
that they were the first sisters of this 
new congregation. And the words of 
the founder, Cardinal Lavigerie, echo as 
encouragement: “I don’t promise any 
wealth nor human greatness, but poverty, 
hardships, self-denial, and possibly a 
martyr’s death.”
Other young women from France and 
Belgium soon followed. The first novitiate 
opened in November 1869. The first 
vows were pronounced on April 30th 

1871, feast of Our Lady of Africa. And the 
same year the first group of sisters was 
sent to Laghouat in the Sahara Desert.

Few years later Msgr. Lavigerie did 
not believe the sisters could run their 
own affairs. It was a tough moment 
for the Congregation. But through 
the intercession of Our Lady of Africa 
and thanks to the courage of Mother 
Marie Salome (First Superior General 
of MSOLA) and Sister Marie Gonzague, 
the congregation survived the turmoil 
and continued to develop and spread 
throughout Africa. 

The Charism
The charism that the sisters received 
from the founder Cardinal Charles 
Lavigerie, continues to guide to this 
day. This charism has been expressed 
differently over the years but the focus is 
“To proclaim the Good News to all the 
peoples of the world and, with Christ, to 
bring reconciled humanity back to the 
Father (2 Cor 5:19)”.

Who are we, MSOLA?

Our Lady of Africa

Mother Marie Salome
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Two caravans through the Sahara 
desert meant to reach Timbuktu, 
ended in failure and martyrdom 

(1876 and 1881).  After this, no more 
attempts were made to go through the 
desert, but rather by boat.

In 1878 Pope Leo XIII made Lavigerie 
also responsible for the missions to 
Central Africa, and immediately a group 
of missionaries was sent from Zanzibar 
to the interior of Africa, Bagamoyo in 

Tanzania and also to Lake Victoria in 
Uganda; we will  remember that the 
Martyrs of Uganda were evangelized 
by these early missionaries. From 
there these apostles moved to other 
countries. When the Founder died on 
26 November 1892, 278 Missionaries of 
Africa, of 5 nationalities were working 
already in 6 countries: Algeria, Tunisia, 
Uganda, Tanzania, Congo and Zambia.

Early Missionaries
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M.Afr in Ghana

In April 1906, the first Missionaries 
of Africa, Frs. Oscar Morin, Leonide 
Barsalou and Jean-Marie Chollet and Br. 

Eugene Gall were welcomed to Navrongo 
by the British Colonial authorities. They 
began learning the local language, while 
already mingling with the people, visiting 
for example the sick in their homes, and in 
this way they gradually won the trust of the 
people. In the beginning, conversions were 
at first slow, but still the seed had been 
planted and would sprout in due course. 
In fact, in 1913 the first 6 adults were 
baptized. Much later, Bolgatanga mission 
station was opened in 1925, followed by 
Wiaga in 1927. 

From Navrongo, on 29 November 
1929, a team of Missionaries of Africa 
composed of Brother Basilide Koot, from 
The Netherlands, and two Canadians, 
Frs. Arthur Paquet and Remigius McCoy 
opened the first mission station in Jirapa 
in what is now the Upper West. On 
Christmas Eve 1932, the first catechumens 
were baptized. 

To relieve some of the pressure on Jirapa, 
new mission stations were opened in 
Kaleo in 1932 and in Nandom in 1933. 
Elsewhere also new stations were opened, 
as for example in Binduri in 1932 and, in 
the mid-forties, in Tamale. 

Besides preaching the gospel and doing 
medical work, the early missionaries in the 
Gold Coast were also heavily involved in 
promoting education.

The Catholic Church in North Ghana 
developed rapidly, and became the 
Ecclesiastical Province of Tamale in 1977. 
It now has five dioceses: Navrongo (1934), 
to which the name of Bolgatanga was 
added later; Tamale (1950, which became 
an Archdiocese in 1977); Wa (1959); 
Damongo (1995) and Yendi (1999). 

Our Lady of Seven Sorrows, 
Minor Basilica - Navrongo
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The Missionary Sisters of our Lady 
of Africa (White Sisters) arrived in 
Ghana on 11th May 1928.  This year 

is our 91st anniversary since we arrived 
in our first mission here in Ghana. The 
first pioneers who arrived in Navrongo 
together with Fr. Gagnon (Missionary of 
Africa) were  Mother Albertine, Sr. 
Josephine and Sr. Benoîte. In a very short 
time, these sisters were able to actualize 
the dream of the founder Cardinal Charles 
Lavigerie of supporting women materially, 
morally, intellectually and spiritually. The 
sisters were involved in good works, which 
reflected the mission of the congregation 
namely; to proclaim Jesus and his message 
of love in Africa, particularly to people who 
do not know Him. The sisters also were 
involved in the formation of the Sisters of 
Mary Immaculate (S.M.I) at the request of 
their founder Bishop Oscar Morin. The 
sisters took an active role in preparing the 
local church with women religious full of 
love for the Lord and the church’s mission.

 On 28th of September, 1968, the sisters 
withdrew from Navrongo, owing to 
lack of personnel. Before the sisters 
left, the following schools were fully 
established: St Mary’s School, Our 
Lady of Lourdes middle school and 
St. Bernadette’s Vocation Institute.

On the 11th May, 1952, Bishop Bertrand 
led a community of sisters to start a 
new foundation in Nandom. Faithful to 
their calling the sisters shared the good 
news through involving themselves in 
core apostolate of health and education; 
thus, the establishment of the Nandom 
Hospital and St. Anne’s Institute, a 
vocational training centre. The sisters 
were also involved in other areas of 
evangelization such as agriculture, in 
social communication, secretarial work, 
teaching at St. Francis  Xavier Minor 
Seminary in Wa, and in teaching of faith. 
The sisters left Wa on 30th April, 1986.
The MSOLA arrived in Tamale on 30th 
April, 1986. The sisters with zeal and 
passion for the Lord involved themselves 
in varied apostolic activities in pastoral 
work at Pong-Tamale, interreligious 
dialogue, in secondary schools, religious 
education in the archdiocese, working 
with women in villages, those in distress 
and also against human trafficking.

MSOLA in Ghana
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M.Afr in Nigeria

In 1942, Rome instructed the White 
Fathers to take over part of the Society 
for African Missions (SMA) territory in 

Lagos, and that territory was Oyo area 
excluding Ibadan. Fr Owen McCoy, a white 
father, then army chaplain in Accra, Ghana, 
was appointed superior to take over the 
new jurisdiction. On December 8, he was 
joined by other White Fathers: Fr. J. Bryne, 
Fr. J. Williams, Fr T. Kane and Fr. D. Smith. 
Fr. J. Bryne who went to Osogbo to work 
under an SMA priest, Fr. McCarty while 
another missionary Fr. Coffers went to St. 
Murumba in Ile Ife.

In 1944, we saw the official establishment 
of White Fathers communities but only 
four places had resident priests: Osogbo, 
Oyo, Ife and Ilesa.

In Osogbo, we had the following 
outstations: Otan, Inisa and Ede. Osogbo 
was favored as the main base because of 
the rail line facilitating the transportation 
of building materials for main churches to 
be established later.

In Ife, we had the following as outstations: 
Modakeke, Ipetumodu and Ifetedo.  

In Ilesa, we had the following as outstations: 
Ipetu-ijesa, Ibokun and Ifewara. In 1947, Frs 
John Murphy and Thomas Kingseller joined 
the team. More fathers continued to arrive. 

In 1949 Oyo became a Prefecture and Fr 
Owen McCoy was given the responsibility 
and later in 1963 Oyo Prefecture was 
erected as a diocese with Fr Owen McCoy 
as its bishop. 

Fruits of the first M.Afr in Nigeria, a second batch of 3 confreres were ordained in 2010
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There are at the moment about 1191 
M.Afr. from 36 different countries. A 
quick count reveals that 370 confreres 
originate from Africa, among whom 34 
from Ghana and 14 from Nigeria. More 
than 500 candidates are preparing 
themselves in our formation houses to 
join the Mission!  

IN GHANA
We are in five dioceses: Tamale, 
Navrongo-Bolgatanga, Wa, Konongo-
Mampong, and Kumasi where we have 
one confrere at the Centre for Spiritual 
Renewal, Fr. Targett Michael (Great 
Britain).

IN NIGERIA
Now we are working in three dioceses: 
Ibadan, Osogbo and Minna. 

MSOLA are now only in the archdiocese 
of Tamale.

Our Presence Today

… you will be my witnesses … to the ends of the Earth. (Acts 1:8)
See more about Our Presence Today on the following pages (13-24).
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The Provincial House is first and foremost the mother house for Ghana-Nigeria province. 
The Provincial Superior resides and works in this house together with other confreres 
involved in different ministries. 

Community Members: Fr. Aserbire John, Provincial Superior (Ghana), Fr. Curran 
William (USA), Fr. Naa John Bosco (Ghana), Br. Robinson Trevor (Great Britain) and Fr. 
Schaminée André, Provincial Secretary (The Netherlands).

The Provincial House
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St. Monica is a Catholic Mission of 
the Tamale Archdiocese located in 
Nyankpala at about 15km from Tamale. 

Governed and ministered by Missionaries 
of Africa, St. Monica’s Parish is found in 
Dagomba territory. The Parish is much 
involved in primary evangelization in a 
typical Islamic religious majority. 

Other activities: Youth Ministry, Singing 
Ministry (Choirs), Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal, Legion of Mary, Christian 
Mothers, Justice and Peace, Teaching of 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
Altar Servers, Apostolate and ministry at 
St. Monica’s primary and JHS, Society of 
Vincent de Paul for charity works.
Outstations of the Parish: Chirifoyili, 
Gbulahagu, Tibgonayili (with only one 
Christian).

Community Members: Fr. Cirimwami 
K. Gaspard, Parish Priest (D.R.Congo), 
Fr. Paluku N. Hilaire (D.R.Congo) and 
Atugonza John, Stagiaire (Uganda).

In Nyankpala
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Yisa ma Mariama (Mary Mother of 
Jesus) Parish is one of the parishes 
in the Archdiocese of Tamale.  The 

parish is located in Savelugu at about 25 
kilometers from Tamale city. It is one of 
the urban parishes in Tamale. People from 
various ethnic groups in Ghana congregate 
in Yisa ma Mariama parish. We do not have 
a church yet and therefore at present 
we pray in a multipurpose hall. Yisa ma 
Mariama parish has been assigned to the 
Missionaries of Africa since it became a 
parish in 1999.

Currently the parish team comprises 
of the parish priest, Fr. Pierre Songre (from 
Burkina Faso), his curates Fr. Norendro 
Nayak (from India) and Fr. Christopher 
Nkandu (from Zambia).

We have four outstations: Pong Tamale, 
Diare, Maligunaayili, and Zonchangni.

We teach catechism in various places: 
Savelugu, Pong Tamale, Savelugu Senior High 
School, Pong Tamale Senior High School 
and Pong Tamale Veterinary College. 

We have some groups in the church 
with whom we work hand in hand, these 
are: Choir, Youths, Christian Mothers, St. 
Vincent de Paul, Charismatic Renewal, 
Altar servers, Lay Readers, Sunday School 
children and Veterinary College Pax 
Romana (VETCO). 

In Savelugu
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St. Joseph’s Parish is found in Bolga-Soe and it’s being run by the Missionaries of 
Africa. It has four outstations: St. Kizito, Christ the King, Holy Spirit, St. Luke NTC/
MTC (Nursing Training College/Midwifery Training College).

Activities: Youth apostolate, Small Christian community leaders’ training, Faith formation 
(catechism, RCIA, teachers training), Biblical apostolate, Lay Ministers training, Vocation 
and family life (smart couples, smart singles).

Community Members: Fr. Boro Pierre, Parish Priest  (Burkina Faso), Fr. Habimana Jean-
Claude (Rwanda), Fr. Rand Kevin (Canada), Fr. Tirkey Erus Kishor (India) and Balthazard 
Buhalagarha Grace, Stagiaire (D.R.Congo).

In Bolgatanga
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In Bunkpurugu

Our Lady of Hope Parish is found in Bunkpurugu, Navrongo-Bolgatanga diocese. 
The Parish has 32 outstations. In addition to the celebration of the Sacraments, 
our apostolic commitments touch most especially the areas of Justice and Peace, 

Integrity of Creation, and Encounter and Dialogue, ongoing formation of prayer leaders and 
catechists, school ministry, groups of liturgy, youth ministry, Missionary Childhood, Vocation 
club, Christian Mothers, St. Vincent de Paul, St. Jude group, translation of the Word of God, 
etc

Community Members: Fr. Amani B. Dieudonné, Parish Priest (D.R.Congo), Fr. Jiménez 
Mendívil Maralf (Mexico), Fr. Nayak Sukanta Kumar (India), Fr. Bukuru Venant (Burundi) and 
Maniragarura Pierre, Stagiaire (Burundi). 



18

St. Benedict Parish is situated at 
Napogbakole to the south of Wa, 
the Upper West Regional capital. 

St. Benedict Parish is still growing and 
evangelizing at all levels such as primary 
and urban catechesis of children, youth 
and adults. The Parish’s evangelization 
efforts extend to twenty-five villages; 
the furthest being 45 Km away from the 
main parish centre. Within the Parish’s 
jurisdiction Masses and catechetical 
work are performed in primary schools, 
secondary schools, Wa Technical Institute 
and Wa Polytechnic. Apart from the 
activities mentioned above, we are also 
involved in promoting justice and peace 
and integrity of creation, encounter and 
dialogue of life with our Muslim brothers 
and sisters. 

Apart from these outstations, we 
have also realised that to build a good 
Church, we need to form good families. 
In doing so, we hope families will help us 
build up Small Christian Communities 

(SCCs), which are “the Church in the 
neighbourhood”, the “domestic Church”, 
“the Church at the grass root level”, and 
“the Church on the move”. We feel that 
having SCCs and good parenting will 
help us have good families; hence, a good 
Church. 

Community Members: Fr. Mubanga 
John, Parish Priest (Zambia), Fr. 
Nyirenda Peter (Malawi), Fr. Nzomo 
Nicholas (Kenya) and Buredi Wa Buredi 
Barthelemy, Stagiaire (D.R.Congo).

Bishop’s House: Bishop Baawobr 
Richard Kuuia (Ghana) and Fr. Watine 
Damien (France). 

In Wa
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St. Martin of Tours formation house is 
situated in Ejisu, Ashanti Region, Ghana. 
It is in the Catholic Diocese of Konongo-

Mampong and was inaugurated on 27th 
November, 2001 by Most Rev. Joseph Osei-
Bonsu, as a first phase formation centre for the 
Ghana/Nigeria Province of the Missionaries 
of Africa. The candidates in residence follow 
a degree course in Philosophy and Social 
Sciences at the Spiritan University College.

The centre has formed many young men from 
not only Ghana and Nigeria, but also Burkina 
Faso, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Mali, Mozambique, Rwanda and Zambia. Many 
of these are today serving the Society in 
various parts of Africa and others are good 
citizens and witnesses of the Gospel in their 
respective countries of origin.

Today, the centre has 31 candidates - 
14 Ghanaians and 17 Nigerians - and four 
formators: Fr. Amona John (Ghana), Fr. Chileshe 
Christopher, Rector (Zambia), Fr. Harelimana 
Prosper (Rwanda) and Fr. Wróblewski Jacek 
(Poland) who together constitute a formative 
community. The nine supporting-staff of the 
house have been around for many years and 
they too make a remarkable contribution to 
life at the centre.

Besides academic formation, candidates are 
involved in pastoral activities in and around 

Ejisu/Kumasi. They visit various service 
providing institutions and parish communities. 
The candidates also look after the property at 
the centre as their own home. They are trained 
to become independent and responsible 
individuals.

At the heart of the formation program is 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth who is referred to 
daily through private and community prayer. 
The entire program is in view of forming 
missionaries of the 21st century who are 
capable, confident and courageous enough to 
witness Christ’s mission in the African world.
Community life is a very important component 
of formation at St. Martin of Tours. As such, the 
community of 31 is divided into three teams; 
Mapera (10), Lavigerie (10) and McCoy (11). 
While not fully autonomous, these teams form 
basic units of organisation in activities that 
include common prayer, recreation and several 
house responsibilities. The community bonding 
in 2019 was summarised by the invitation, 
“LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE!” It is hoped that 
Christ’s light will shine forth from this jubilee 
year onwards, through each member of St. 
Martin of Tours formation house.

You are most welcome to take part in the 
life and mission of St. Martin of Tours through 
your prayers, material support or just a visit to 
share quality time with us.

In Ejisu
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In Ibadan

In the archdiocese of Ibadan we have 
one parish, St Thomas, Agobwo, with 
a quasi-parish, St Augustine, Ojoo. It 

is also in Ibadan that we have the pre-
first phase house for our Province: St 
Clement Formation House. 

Parish Community members: 
Fr. Chipumbu Robert (Zambia), Fr. 
Kambembo Georges (D.R.Congo), 
Fr. Rukundo Gilbert, Parish Priest 
(Rwanda) and Jakwong’a unencan Jean 
Paul, Stagiaire (D.R.Congo).

Formators at St Clement:                 
Fr. de Bekker Piet, Sector Treasurer 
(The Netherlands) and Fr. Mambwe 
Emmanuel, Provincial Delegate 
(Zambia).
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In Osogbo
Like many other Catholic churches, Saint 

Vincent de Paul Catholic church Ogo-
Oluwa started as a small Christian 

community with a rotational house to house 
fellowship meeting named Zone A3 under the 
supervision of Saint Benedict Cathedral Popo 
Osogbo.

Zone A3 comprises of old Coca-Cola area, 
Lemese Street, Famuyiwa Street, Gbodofon, 
Makson, Oba Ojunlola, Adekunle Street 
and Ogo-Oluwa area. Gradually the small 
community began to grow and morning 
Masses were recommended to strengthen the 
commitment of members without stopping 
the house to house fellowship meetings.

The morning Masses were held at Late S.A 
Badejo’s shop, Oba Ogunlola Street Osogbo. 
With committed members and the rapid 
growth of the community, the church was given 
a piece of land along Olosan street Ogo-Oluwa 
area in Osogbo and it was named SAINT 
VINCENT DE PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
A shed was then constructed and the land was 
hurriedly fenced due to encroachment from 
outsiders. The finance was from generous 
members and the diocese.

With God on our side, the church continued 
to grow in number, activities and structure. 
Hence, Saint Vincent de Paul Catholic church 
became a parish on 20th December 2012. The 
pronouncement was made by the then Bishop 

Gabriel Leke Abegunrin now the Archibishop 
of Ibadan.

Though the small Christian community which 
metamorphosed to a big church was founded 
by the then Bishop Julius Babatunde Adelakun 
of the old Oyo diocese, it has witnessed the 
administration of Rev. Frs. J. Faniran, Kenneh 
Adesina, Augustine Abiola, Benjamin Adebiyi, 
the then Frs. Gabriel Abegunrin and Emmanuel 
Badejo.

But since 2008 till now the church is under 
the management of Missionaries of Africa. Past 
priests are: Rev. Frs Damien Rwabukamba, 
Erasto Shayo, Virgilius Kawama, Gilbert 
Rukundo and Robert Chipumbu.

Saint Vincent de Paul Ogo-Oluwa has given 
birth to Holy Family Catholic church Owode 
Ede and Saint Paul Catholic church Ataoja 
Estate Osogbo.

Presently, Fr. Hbiso Addise Markos (Ethiopia) 
is the Parish Priest, Fr. Ulama U. Pierre Chanel 
(D.R.Congo) an assistant and Nyembo Bwana 
François (D.R.Congo) is the Stagiaire.
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In Minna
The Provincial Fr. John Aserbire, his 

Delegate Fr. Emmanuel Mambwe 
and Fr. Victor Shehu, visited 

the Bishop of Minna in December 
2017 and a formal letter was written 
afterwards, to seek for insertion into 
the mission of the Diocese. The Bishop 
of Minna Diocese was not only happy 
to welcome the Missionaries of Africa 
to the diocese, but also asked the Vicar 
General to show us some pastoral 
areas where we could insert ourselves 
and take part in the evangelisation of 
Minna Diocese. These mission places 

are Azhin-Bisa, Kuduru, Azhin biji, Azhin 
Kasa and Kuchiko (These villages are 
at most 3 kms from each other and 
are under St. Michael’s Parish Garam). 
Kuduru where we are staying is a small 
town at the border between Abuja and 
Niger State. 

Community Members: Fr Kawama 
Virgilius, Parish Priest (Zambia), Fr. 
Miltenburg Johan (The Netherlands), 
Br. Nkhoma John William (Malawi) 
and Fr. Shehu Victor, Vocation Director 
(Nigeria).
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In Gumo

Since 1986 when the MSOLA arrived 
in Tamale, they have been and are still 
involved today in interreligious dialogue, 

teaching in government schools, chaplaincy 
in tertiary institutions, religious education 
in schools, working against human trafficking 
and migration, supporting women in distress 
by empowering them with skills, in pastoral 
work and also in education.

Some of the sisters who have contributed 
greatly towards the mission of sisters here 
in the Archdiocese include: Sr. Catherine 
van Kaam who founded the church in Pong 
Tamale; Sr. Marie Renée Wyseur, who was 
very much engaged in Interreligious Dialogue; 
sisters Constance Gemme and Jacqueline 
Picard, who supported women in distress 
and fought against modern forms of slavery 
such as human trafficking and migration; Sr. 
Elisabeth Biela, who co-ordinated the religious 
education in the Archdiocese; Sr. Beatrice 
Miburo, who trained women in sewing and 
dress-making. Sr. Prosperine Samba who 
taught catechism in the outstations  of  Holy  
Cross and promoted missionary religious 
vocations in Ghana.

Srs Justine Akampamya, Victoria Gaa, Piala 
Massawe and Susana Bosuh were involved 
in the teaching in the schools especially at 
St. Charles Lwanga school Complex. At 

different times sisters Alice Bangnidong Alice, 
Poreku Margaret Maamalifar, and Georgette 
Ouadrago. 

The mission in Tamale continues to this date. 
The convent in Gumo village continues to 
serve in different apostolates. These include: 
pastoral work in St. Arnold Janssen Parish, 
working against modern slavery (Sr. Sabine 
Dakouo) and running the St. Charles  R/C 
Lwanga School Complex (Sr. Margaret 
Kibola). 

The present community in Gumo 
is made up of four sisters: Srs. Agatha 
Ngendakumana (Burundi), Sabine Dakouo 
(Mali), Caritas Nizigiyimana (Burundi) and 
Margaret Kibola (Tanzania). There are also 
three postulants: Naah Martina (Ghana), 
Kone Virabo Alice (Mali) and Nana Nadine 
(Burkina).

The sisters are involved in teaching ministry 
(St. Charles Lwanga R/C School Complex), 
sensitization against human trafficking and 
streetism done in schools, teaching of faith 
to different groups of children (Missionary 
Childhood and Children of Mary) and 
women (Christian Mothers).
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Vocation Animation

M.AFR IN GHANA:
The Vocation Director
Missionaries of Africa

Morin House - Vocation Centre
Old Airport Residential area, Sagnarigu, 8

P.O. Box TL 2478,
Tamale, N/R, Ghana.

Tel: 0372023744 or mobile: 0555551190
E-mail: ghn.gha.voc@mafr.org

M.AFR IN NIGERIA:
The Vocation Director
Missionaries of Africa

Sancta Maria Community, Kuduru
P.O. Box 227

Bwari - Abuja FCT
Email: ghn.nga.voc@mafr.org

Facebook page @MAfrGhanaNigeria
Provincial Website: www.mafrghananigeria.com

International Website: www.mafrome.org

MSOLA IN GHANA:
GUMO

Box TL 1363
Tel.: 03720-91061

Email: msolagumo@yahoo.com
International Website: www.smnda.org

Contact us at our Vocation Centres:
Is the Lord calling you to be a missionary?

Community Members at Morin House, Tamale: Br. Abobo John, Provincial Treasurer 
(Ghana), Fr. Bonke Henk (The Netherlands) and Fr. Boroto Zihalirwa Serge, Vocation 
Director (D.R.Congo).
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Misa Family

Families and friends of Missionaries are also missionaries in various ways 
by supporting the mission. In Ghana they form an association called Misa 
Family and they are active in a number of places where the Missionaries are 

working or have worked. 
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Opening of the Jubilee

For all the Missionaries of Africa and the Missionary Sisters of our Lady of 
Africa,  2018-2019 is a year of celebrating 150 years of foundation by Charles 
Lavigerie. When he founded these two institutes, he wanted them to be 

under the patronage of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Reason why, in many provinces and specially in Ghana-Nigeria province, the feast 
of Immaculate Conception was at the same time the launching of the one year 
celebration of 150 years of foundation.  In our province, the launch of the jubilee 
and the celebration of the Immaculate Conception took place in Navrongo. 
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Beatification of 4 M.Afr

In Rome the launch of the Jubilee took 
place in the Church of St. Louis of the 
French on Saturday, 26 January 2019 

because another greater event took place 
on 8 December 2018: the beatification of 
the 19 martyrs of Algiers. Among them 
four of our confreres. This coincidence 
was indeed a blessing for Our Society; as 
if God was winking at us for the opening 
of the celebrations of the 150 years of 
our foundation. Here, one cannot miss 
to call to mind the famous words of the 
early theologian from Tunisia, Tertullian: 
“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of 
the Church.” May our Blessed confreres 

intercede for us that we may grow from 
strength to strength. 

The official opening of the jubilee year 
for the entire society took place in 
Tunis on Sunday, 16 December 2018 
commemorating 150 years of the opening 
of our first novitiate. 

Blessed Charles Deckers 
(1924-1994);

Blessed Alain Dieulangard 
(1919-1994);

Blessed Jean Chevillard 
(1925-1994);

Blessed Christian Chessel 
(1958-1994)
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Audience with the Pope

It was on Friday, 08 February 2019 that Pope Francis received 
both M.AFR and MSOLA at a private audience in the Vatican.
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Pope’s Message
Dear brothers and sisters,

It is with great joy that I welcome you to the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the foundation 
of the Society of Missionaries of Africa and the Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa. In thanking your Superiors General for the words they have addressed to me, I wish to express 
my cordial greetings and spiritual closeness, as well as through you, to all the members of your 
Institutes, present in Africa and in other parts of the world. Thank you for the service of the mission 
of the Church, lived with passion and generosity, in fidelity to the evangelical insights of your common 
founder, Cardinal Lavigerie.

Over the past three years, you have been preparing to celebrate this jubilee. As members of the 
great “Lavigerie family”, you have returned to your roots, you have looked back on your history with 
gratitude, to give you the means to live your present commitment with a renewed passion for the 
Gospel, and to be sowers of hope. With you, I give thanks to God, not only for the gifts he has given 
to his Church through your Institutes, but also and above all, for the fidelity of his love that you 
celebrate with this Jubilee. May this Jubilee Year strengthen in you the assurance that “God is faithful, 
he who has called you to live in communion with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Cor 1:9). May 
your consecration, your ministry thus be able to manifest concretely, in your fraternal life and in your 
various commitments, the fidelity of God’s love and its closeness, to sow hope in the hearts of those 
who are wounded, tested, discouraged, and who feel abandoned so often.

Dear friends, you know that when Bishop Lavigerie, then Archbishop of Algiers, was led by the Spirit 
to found the Society of Missionaries of Africa, then the Congregation of Missionary Sisters, he had 
in his heart the passion for the Gospel and the desire that it be proclaimed to all, making himself 
“everything to all” (cf. 1 Cor 9:22). For this reason, your roots are marked by Mission ad extra; it is in 
your DNA. Thus, following in the footsteps of your founder, your primary concern, your holy concern, 
“is that so many of our brothers and sisters live without the strength, light and consolation of the 
friendship of Jesus Christ, without a community of faith that welcomes them, without a horizon of 
meaning and life” (Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, n. 49). But, in the light of the journey 
made since your foundation, you know that the proclamation of the Gospel is not synonymous with 
proselytism; it is this dynamic that leads us to be close to others, to share with them the gift received, 
the encounter of love that has changed your life and that has led you to choose to consecrate your 
life to the Lord Jesus, Gospel for the life and salvation of the world. It is always with him, through him 
and in him that the mission is lived. So I encourage you to keep your eyes fixed on Jesus Christ, so that 
you never forget that the true missionary is first and foremost a disciple. Have at heart to cultivate 
this particular bond that unites you to the Lord, by listening to his Word, celebrating the Sacraments 
and serving the brother, so that your words and actions may manifest his presence, his merciful love, 
his compassion to those to whom the Spirit sends you and leads you. May the celebration of your 
jubilee thus help you to become “nomads for the Gospel”, men and women who are not afraid to go 
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Pope’s Message (Cont.)
into the deserts of this world and seek together the means to lead their fellow human beings to this oasis 
that is the Lord, so that the living water of his love may quench all their thirst.

May this Jubilee Year also contribute to the development of fraternal bonds between you, because the 
proclamation of the Gospel can only be lived at the price of true missionary communion. With the strength 
of the Holy Spirit, be witnesses to this hope which does not disappoint (Cf. Rm 5:5), despite the difficulties. 
In fidelity to your roots, do not be afraid to venture out on the paths of mission, to witness that “God is 
always a newness, which urges us to leave without respite and move beyond what is known, towards the 
peripheries and borders” (Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et exsultate, n. 135). May the Holy Spirit make 
you build bridges between people. Where the Lord has sent you, contribute to the growth of a culture of 
encounter; continue to be the servants of a dialogue that, while respecting differences, knows how to be 
enriched by the difference of others. And I thank you in particular for the work you have already done in 
the service of dialogue with Islam, with our Muslim sisters and brothers. Through the style and simplicity 
of your lifestyle, you also demonstrate the need to take care of our common home, the land. Finally, in the 
wake of Cardinal Lavigerie, be sowers of hope, fighting against all current forms of slavery. Always seek to 
be close to the small and the poor, to those who expect, at the periphery of our societies, to be recognized 
in their dignity, to be welcomed, protected, raised, accompanied, promoted and integrated. 

With this hope, by entrusting you to the Lord, through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, Our Lady of 
Africa, I give you and all the members of your communities the Apostolic Blessing and I call upon God’s 
blessings on those whose lives you share, where the Lord has sent you. And, please, don’t forget to pray 
for me.  Thank you.

Pope Francis,
February 8th, 2019
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Jirapa, Ghana

The second celebration of the 150th 
Anniversary took place on 17th 
August in Jirapa, which was also the 

place where, in 1929, the second mission 
station had been opened in the Gold 
Coast. The Eucharist was presided by the 
Wa Bishop, himself a Missionary of Africa, 
Most Reverend Richard Kuuia Baawobr. In 
his homily, the Bishop praised the pioneer 
missionaries for bringing the faith to the 
people of the area, but also stimulating 
formal education so as to get rid of illiteracy 
and underdevelopment, and providing the 
people with health care facilities. Inspired 
by their founder, Cardinal Charles Lavigerie, 

the missionaries have always been heavily 
involved in dialogue and cooperation with 
people of other faiths, especially with 
Muslims.

The celebration also coincided with 
milestones in the missionary lives of five 
Missionaries of Africa: Fr. Mike Targett of the 
Kumasi Spiritual Renewal Centre marked 
the 60th anniversary of his missionary 
Oath, Fr. André Schaminée, the Provincial 
Secretary, and Fr. John Aserbire, the 
Provincial Superior, marked their 50th and 
25th anniversaries as Priests respectively, 
while Fr. Jacek Wroblewski of the M.Afr. 
Formation House at Ejisu, and Brother 
Joseph Bakuri, currently a missionary in 
Uganda, celebrated the 25th anniversaries 
of their missionary Oath.

It was a very joyous celebration, thanks to 
the contributions of the various choirs and 
young dancers. The church was in fact too 
small to contain all the people, who had 
come to share in our joy and gratitude. 
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Activities in Ghana
During this jubilee year, we reached out to our brothers and sisters mainly, through donation and sensitization seminars on various topics: Modern slavery, 

Human trafficking, “Streetism”, Importance of studies, Reconciliation, Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation.
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Activities in Nigeria
During this jubilee year, we reached out to our brothers and sisters mainly, through donation and sensitization seminars on various topics: Modern slavery, 

Human trafficking, “Streetism”, Importance of studies, Reconciliation, Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation.
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In Memoriam Cardinal Dery

As we celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the foundation of 
the Lavigerie Family, our thoughts 

almost automatically centre on the one 
whose centenary of birth we celebrated 
not long ago in Tamale, Peter Cardinal 
Dery. 

Indeed, he is rightfully considered as one 
of the greatest, and probably the greatest, 
personality in the history of Christianity in 
Northern Ghana. He made innumerable 
contributions to the development of 
the North, not only from the point of 

view of the Christian faith, but equally 
so with regard to the human upliftment 
and personal development of thousands 
and thousands of people. In his sermons 
he encouraged “local” expressions of the 
faith, and untiringly promoted this faith to 
be expressed in local songs, dances and 
attractive liturgies. We need not explain 
all these facts, as this was done during the 
centenary celebration of his birth.

But as a missionary Family we wish to 
express our profound gratitude to all that 
he did for us and indeed for Ghana during 
his life-time. If the Missionaries of Arica 
and the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa could serve the people of Northern 
Ghana in the way they did, it is mainly 
thanks to the encouragement, example 
and guidance that he gave us. 

Let us all pray that this great man may soon 
get the recognition of the whole universal 
church, by being ranked among the Blessed 
of God. 



35

A M.Afr Created Cardinal

His eminence Michael Cardinal 
Fitzgerald is British and not English as 
he says jokingly. Born on 17/08/1937 
he was ordained priest (M.Afr) on 
03/02/1961 and Bishop on 06/01/1992. 
Ten years later he became President of 
the Pontifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue succeeding Francis Cardinal 
Arinze. In 2006, he was appointed 
Apostolic Nuncio to Egypt though 
he never attended the Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy. He resigned as 
Nuncio at the age of 75. He enjoys living 
with his Lavigerie family. 

We wish him well in his task that God 
may continue to use him for His greater 
glory.

It was on Saturday, 05 October 2019 that Pope Francis created 13 new Cardinals, among 
them one of ours, a son of Cardinal Lavigerie: Michael Fitzgerald, M.Afr. Another gift to 
our society during this year. 
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Goodwill Message
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It is with great joy and deep appreciation to God 
that we, the Bishops, priests, religious men and 
women and the entire laity of the Tamale Province 
say congratulations to you on the occasion of this 
jubilee. We recall that on the 23rd of April, 1906, 
after 33 days of journey through a wild but 
picturesque country, watered in many places by 
rivers and full of lions, elephants, roan antelopes, 
Frs Jean-Marie Chollet and Oscar Morin 
accompanied by brother Eugene (Gall), finally 
arrived at the military post of Navrongo, Gold 
Coast, to establish Mission with the permission 
of the authorities under the protection of Our 
Lady of Seven Sorrows. 

The Fathers themselves had sent a message 
about the date of their arrival and the 
Commandant, Captain Fleury, of the District 
of Navarro had prepared a place for them in 
waiting. We also recall the 28th April 1906, 
when early in the morning a gang of 130 to150 
men arrived with their Chief, accompanied 
by drummers and singers, to help begin work 
on the Mission house. On May 1st 1906, the 
first Mass was said in the station of Our Lady 
of the Seven Sorrows. We acknowledge the 
successions of the Missionaries of Africa in our 
Dioceses since they began the mission. May the 
Souls of the Founding Fathers and all diseased 
Missionaries rest in peace with the Lord.

Today, we are happy and proud to pay glory 
and tribute to the Founding Fathers of the 
Missionaries of Africa and the congregation 
as a whole. We appreciate the efforts and 
commitment of the first three Provincial Bishops: 
Bishop Peter Porekuu Dery, Bishop of the 
Dioceses of Wa and Tamale, now Servant of God, 
whose beatification process is in progress, Bishop 
Rudolph Akanlu, Bishop of Nav/Bolga of blessed 
memory, Bishop Gregory Kpiebaya of Wa and 
Tamale Archbishop, immediate past President 

of TEPPCON, now Archbishop Emeritus, who 
embraced the Mission in the Province and 
worked tirelessly to sustain it. We equally 
acknowledge the commitment and dedication 
of the TEP Bishops to this mission; Bishop Lucas 
Abadamloora of Nav/Bolga Diocese of blessed 
memory, the President of TEPPCON, Most Rev 
Philip Naameh and President of the Ghana 
Catholic Bishops Conference, Most Rev. Vincent 
Sowah Boi Nai SVD, Bishop of Yendi, Most Rev 
Paul Bemile, Bishop Emeritus of Wa, Most Rev. 
Alfred Agyenta, Bishop of Nav/Bolga, Most Rev 
Peter Paul Angkyier, Bishop of Damongo and 
Most Rev Richard Baawobr M.Afr., for working 
to sustain the Mission. Indeed, it is for no less 
achievement that we have one of the Provincial 
Bishops from the Society of the Missionaries of 
Africa. 

It is evident that the Priests and Religious of 
this Province have in various ways contributed 
and are contributing to sustain the mission of 
Christ. Thousands of the lay faithful, individually, 
through associations and collectively are fruits of 
the Mission brought to us led by the Holy Spirit. 
To God be the Glory.

As you celebrate 150 years, we sincerely do so 
wholeheartedly with you. The Bishops, Priests, 
Religious men and Women, the Laity of the 
Province, on this historic occasion, once again 
pledge our unconditional support to sustaining 
the Mission of Christ you brought to us. 

Long live the Mission of Christ universally, Long 
live the Mission in Africa, in Ghana, in the Tamale 
Province and in our Dioceses. Congratulations 
Missionaries of Africa.
 
Thank you.  

FROM THE TAMALE ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE
 TO THE MISSIONARIES OF AFRICA  AND

 THE MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA, 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 150th ANNIVERSARY OF THEIR FOUNDATION

Goodwill Message
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FROM MISA FAMILY
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

OF THE FOUNDING OF THE MISSIONARIES OF AFRICA AND 
THE MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA

The greatest gift from Christ to the Catholic Faithful of Ghana in general and to the 
Northern Ecclesiastical Province in particular is the Missionaries of Africa and the Mis-
sionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa.

You sowed the seed of Evangelization and the propagation of the Gospel in the midst 
of daunting challenges when the first Missionaries arrived in Navrongo in 1906 in 
the then Northern Territories. Since then, you have not relented in ensuring that the 
GOSPEL reaches even the most remote communities of this Ecclesiastical Province and 
many parts of Africa. This has been by the Grace of God through Christ, the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit and the continuous intercession of our Holy Mother, Mary.

As you mark the climax of the 150th Anniversary of your Societies, founded by Cardinal 
Charles Lavigerie, we, the Family and Friends of the Missionaries of Africa (MISA Fam-
ily) across the Province, sincerely thank God through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
for your lives, and for sending you to bring us the Light of Christ. Through the help of 
God much has been gained, but much more remains to be done. So pray that God will 
continue to inspire you to work as a unified society and use your humble and simple 
disposition as a reflection of the supreme sacrifice of Christ to gather many more onto 
Himself.

As you celebrate this important mile stone, we join you to pay glowing tribute to all 
missionaries of blessed memory who planted the seed that has grown into a big tree in 
God’s vineyard and providing shade and fruits to the flock of Christ.

Happy Anniversary and continue to soldier on with the support and blessings of God.
Congratulations!

Goodwill Message
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The Word of God
Programme of the Climax

Principal Celebrant:  Most Rev. Philip Naameh, Archbishop of Tamale
Entrance Procession 
Altar Servers, Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa, Missionaries of Africa Brothers 
and Priests, other concelebrants, Bishops. Archbishop 
Welcome word:  Cathedral Administrator- Fr. Carolus Gambogi
Introductory rites
Kyrie eleison 
Gloria 
Readings

1st reading: Isaiah 6:1-9a: Br. John Abobo
Responsorial psalm sung: Sr. Margaret Kibola
2nd reading: Ephesians 3:14-21: Sr. Caritas Nizigiyimana
Gospel Reading: Luke 10:1-12

Homily
Bidding prayers: Selected People
Offertory 
Sanctus
Agnus Dei
Communion
Post communion song
Second solidarity collection to support the anniversary celebration: Sr. Mar-
garet Kibola
Official closing of the anniversary celebration: 
Fr. John Aserbire (Provincial of the Ghana-Nigeria Province)
Sancta Maria
Vote of thanks: Sr. Margaret Kibola
Announcements: Fr. Hilaire Paluku
Blessings 
Recession
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The Word of God
First Reading:  A Vision of God in the Temple, Isaiah 6:1-9a

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 
his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they 
covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to 
another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.”
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 
smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 
of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a 
pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, 
your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” And he said, “Go and say to 
this people:
‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; keep looking, but do not understand.’

Second Reading: Prayer for the Readers. Ephesians, 3:14-21

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the 
power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and 
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness 
of God.
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all 
we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen.

Gospel Reading:  The Mission of the Seventy, Luke 10:1-12 

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town 
and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go on your way. 
See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and 
greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone is 
there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain 
in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do 
not move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat 
what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come 
near to you.’ But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and 
say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know 
this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ 
I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town.
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